
RENEWS.BIZRENEWABLE ENERGY NEWS  n  ISSUE 44617 DECEMBER 2020

THIS WEEK
GE set for clean sweep at 
3.6GW Dogger Bank complex
GE Renewable Energy has been chosen 
as preferred turbine supplier for the 
1.2GW Dogger Bank C wind farm in the 
UK North Sea to follow awards for the 
A&B phases.  p2

Early birds chase grid slots 
for UK Round 4
Four developers have applied to grid 
connect 7.5GW of new offshore wind 
capacity in England and Wales in the 
early 2030s ahead of the Crown Estate’s 
Round 4 lease auction next year.  p3

Repsol comes out swinging 
with 335MW Delta project
Oil and gas group Repsol has installed 
all 89 GE turbines at its 335MW Delta 
wind cluster in Zaragoza, north-
east Spain, the first part of a major 
renewables investment drive over the 
coming years.  p4

EDF plays demo 
card with 60MW 
Blyth floater plan

VIP VISIT: 
Prime 
Minister 
Boris 
Johnson 
(centre) 
at ORE 
Catapult’s 
Blyth 
facility 
last week 
 Photo: ORE Catapult

SPR bulk shopping for turbines
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CfD-killer local 
content rule a 
‘step too far’ 
for industry

By Stephen Dunne

EDF Renewables is reviving a 
consented but unbuilt portion 
of its Blyth demonstration 
project off north-east England 
to bring forward a near-60MW 
floating wind project.

The French developer 
wants to deploy five turbines 
on semi-submersible platforms 
alongside the existing 
41.5MW pilot that features 
gravity-base foundations and 
was commissioned in 2018.

The floater will be located in 
one of two available permitted 
areas off Northumberland. 
The most likely candidate is 
the zone known as Array 4 
farther from shore where 
water depths stretch from 52 
to 58 metres. Top power will 

be pegged at 58.4MW to keep 
the full complex within its 
99.9MW capacity cap.

Given approval, EDF could 
enter the new project in next 
year’s Contracts for Difference 
Pot 2 round, which will be 
open to the technology for 
the first time. 

A new marine licence and 
permit variation request is 
expected to be filed shortly as 
the original consents do not 
include floating foundations. 

The paperwork is also 
expected to seek approval 
to increase turbine capacity 
to 14MW, up from 8.5MW, 
to allow the most up to date 
models to be used. MHI Vestas 
V164-8.3MW units feature at 
the existing scheme.

Associated changes to the 

The next issue of renews will 
be published on 7 January 

2021. We wish all our 
readers a happy Christmas 

and a prosperous New Year.

See more: www.polytech.com
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Introducing powers to revoke 
UK offshore wind farm 
Contracts for Differences over 
local content shortfalls will 
undermine the business case 
for future projects, developers 
have warned Energy Minister 
Kwasi Kwarteng.

Senior figures are said to 
have told the minister at a 
meeting earlier this month 
that any threat to cancel 
contracts will, if implemented, 
drive investors away. The 
cost of capital from backers 
that remain will also increase, 
pushing up project prices.

The meeting was organised 
to discuss a government 
consultation on strengthening 
project supply chain plans, 
which are filed by developers 
as part of the CfD auction 
process. 

London wants to introduce 
a system under which energy 
department BEIS approves 
or rejects a subsequent 
implementation plan setting 
out how developers have 
stuck to spending promises. 

Officials want approval 
of this to be made a new 
‘operational condition 
precedent’ of a CfD, which 
if not fulfilled would allow 
counterparty the LCCC to 
terminate the contract.

One attendee told renews 
the measures go too far, 
adding government must 
be “very careful” about 
undermining the investment 
case for contracts. 

Kwarteng said the priority is 
to ensure more local content 
in the future. The consultation 
runs to 18 January.

ScottishPower Renewables 
has issued a bulk tender for 
around 500MW of turbines to 
be deployed at seven onshore 
wind projects across Scotland 
that could be bid into next 
year’s Contracts for Difference 
round.

The developer is understood 
to be seeking prices for 14 
turbines with 200-metre tip 
heights at the consented 65MW 
Hagshaw Hill repowering 
project.

Similar hardware is being 
sought for the 21-unit, 

126MW Cumberhead West; 
18-turbine, 101MW Clauchrie; 
13-machine, 73MW Arecleoch 
2; and the 13-unit, 55MW 
Douglas West 2. The projects 
are all currently in planning.

Eleven 180-metre turbines 
are being eyed for the 
62MW Kilgallioch 2 while 16 
machines with 149.9-metre 
tips are being sought for the 
114MW Sheirdrim. 

A further three 135-metre 
units at Sheirdrim are also 
understood to have been 
included in the tender.

turbine specifications will 
also be needed. Tip heights 
of 195 metres and hubs of 
110 metres are currently 
permitted but will be replaced 
by a 258-metre, 140-metre 
configuration.

EDF is aiming to capitalise 
on the demo genesis of the 
Blyth site to prove floating 
technology and potentially 
unlock larger developments in 
the future. 

The developer has held 
initial consultations with 
stakeholders such as Natural 
England and the Maritime 
Coastguard Agency over the 
proposals. Northumberland 
County Council recently 
said a fresh environmental 
impact assessment will not be 
required.

EDF is understood to be 
open to pursuing a fixed-
foundation project if the 
floating scheme proves 
unsuccessful.
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UK Energy Minister Kwasi 
Kwarteng (below) has promised 
to flesh out details of the 
next Contracts for Difference 

round as soon 
as possible.

He told 
GOW2020 
delegates on 
Friday the 

tender will open in late 2021 
for both established and less 
established technologies.

“We will publish a formal 
government response very 
soon to give the clarity and 
certainty that the industry 
and broader investment 
community requires,” he said.

Government is pleased 
with the level of industry 
engagement during recent 
consultations, Kwarteng 
added. The minister said 
work is ongoing across 
Whitehall with the offshore 
wind industry to ensure the 
country’s 40GW by 2030 
capacity target can be met.

“We have invested £4.3m to 
boost collaboration between 
government departments 
to speed up offshore 
wind deployment while 
safeguarding our precious 
marine environment.” 

He also pointed to the 

Kwarteng pledges 
CfD4 round clarityScotland hungry for 

supply chain pay-off
Scottish Energy Minister Paul 
Wheelhouse has warned the offshore 
wind sector needs to “up its game” 
in delivering supply chain jobs in 
Scotland.  p2

Net zero within reach 
given right regulation
The UK can achieve its 2050 net zero 
ambitions ahead of schedule if the 
right regulatory framework is put in 
place, GOW2020 has heard. p3

Green hydrogen answer 
to UK offshore surplus
The UK has access to a massive source 
of cheap offshore wind energy that 
could be an export opportunity for 
green hydrogen production as well as 
electricity.  p4
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World-beating platform 
for growth
RenewableUK chief executive Hugh 
McNeal hails the industry’s astonishing 
progress in the country.  p6
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Scots and UK governments 
urged to back BiFab
Former UK prime minister Gordon 
Brown has called on the Scottish and 
UK governments to work together 
to agree financial guarantees for 
fabricator BiFab to cover the supply of 
foundations to the 450MW Neart na 
Gaoithe offshore wind farm.
Click here

SSE sounds out potential 
Arklow Bank 2 contractors
SSE Renewables is scoping out 
potential companies to carry out work 
at the 520MW Arklow Bank 2 wind 
farm off Ireland. The company has 
issued two periodic indicative notices 
of works for turbine installation 
and associated services, as well as 
transmission and marine packages.
Click here

Three US states form offshore 
alliance
Maryland, North Carolina and Virginia 
are teaming up to become a hub for 
the offshore wind industry and have 
formed the Southeast and Mid-Atlantic 
Regional Transformative Partnership 
for Offshore Wind Energy Resources.
Click here
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Today  Clark MacFarlane, Siemens 
Gamesa UK managing director.  p7
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GWO unveils offshore outreach 
initiative
Global Wind Organisation and the 
Offshore Safety Professionals Register 
have agreed a new content and 
outreach programme to support the 
safety of workers transitioning to 
offshore wind.
Click here

The South Tees Development 
Corporation is applying for 
a slice of the government’s 
£160m fund to help develop 
South Tees port for work in 
the offshore wind sector.

Tess Valley Mayor Ben 
Houchen told GOW2020 
the corporation will file an 
expression of interest before 
the entry deadline closes 
today.

“Teesside can play a key 
role in the sector thanks to 
its natural geography. South 
Tees is 12 hours from all 
wind farms in Europe and 
the only one we believe with 
the space to handle both 

15MW-plus turbines and 
floating foundations.

“We… believe we can 
be ready to support the 
mobilisation work during the 
build of upcoming projects in 
the Dogger Bank.”

MHI Vestas business 
development specialist Mary 
Thorogood said central 
funding for port investments 
can help the UK establish a 
competitive industrial base.

However, UK Offshore 
Wind Growth Partnership 
chair Martin Whitmarsh said 
port investment alone is not 
enough to meet sector deal 
local content targets of 60%.

South Tees to chase port cash

ongoing grid connection 
review and work to solve 
short-term radar impacts 
with the Ministry of Defence 
as examples of joined-up 
thinking in government that 
will support the sector.

Building a competitive 
UK-based supply chain is “a 
key priority”, Kwarteng added, 
citing development of existing 
clusters in north-east England 
as a way of reaping the 
benefits of offshore wind. 

“I have been heartened by 
the reaction to making £160m 

available for building port-side 
infrastructure,” he said.

“Building the UK-based 
supply chain is key for me 
and government. We will 
encourage the growth of our 
world-leading supply chain.”

Kwarteng added he hopes 
the UK’s 2050 net zero and 
offshore wind deployment 
targets can inspire more 
countries to commit to the 
technology when the country 
hosts next November’s 
COP26 UN climate conference 
in Glasgow.  Screengrab: reNews
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THIS WEEK
Collaborative development 
pilot kicks off in Scotland
The wind industry and Scottish public 
bodies are piloting a new integrated 
approach to onshore development at a 
330MW-plus project hotspot.  p2

Nigg owner pulls trigger on 
major expansion at port
The board of Global Energy has given 
the green light for a major expansion 
to turn its Nigg Energy Park in Scotland 
into a port hub for offshore wind.  p3

Capital asks EIB to help 
bankroll Spain portfolio
The European Investment Bank is 
assessing a loan application for up 
to €148m to help developer Capital 
Energy finance a 295MW wind farm 
portfolio in Spain.  p4

3.1GW turbine award in 
Siemens Gamesa sights

OFFSHORE
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Hunt is on for
O&M jack-up

By Patrick Browne
and Stephen Dunne

Siemens Gamesa has 
emerged as the frontrunner 
to win one of the largest 
single offshore turbine deals 
in history for the 3.1GW East 
Anglia Hub project in the UK 
North Sea.

The manufacturer is in 
advanced talks with developer 
ScottishPower Renewables to 
deliver its 14MW platform for 
the wind farm, according to 
sources.

SPR is eyeing around 213 
units with 222-metre rotors 
for the site off Suffolk, east 
England, said supply chain 
insiders.

A turbine assembly port 
and fabrication locations for 
the machines have yet to be 
chosen but it is believed a 
confirmed deal could bring 
a substantial UK content 
dividend.

Sources said Humberside’s 
Green Port Hull facility is 
a leading candidate given 
Siemens Gamesa’s on-
site blade factory and the 
government’s push to boost 
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Siemens Gamesa is aiming 
to secure a jack-up on long-
term charter to cover O&M 
work as part of its service 
obligations in Europe.

The turbine manufacturer 
is seeking a self-propelled 
vessel large enough to carry 
out component exchanges 
on units up to 8MW under a 
three-year deal with options 
to extend by one year, 
according to market sources.

The vessel, due to be 
selected by the year-end, 
will replace Cadeler jack-up 
Pacific Orca (pictured), which 
will end an 18-month O&M 
charter with the turbine 
manufacturer in March.

Market sources said 

the tender has garnered 
strong interest from vessel 
operators looking to secure 
a steady flow of long-term 
work.

Swedish developer 
Vattenfall has meanwhile 
launched a framework 
tender for repairs on out-
of-warranty turbines at its 
European offshore wind 
farms and needs at least two 
vessels on a call-off basis 
across 2021 and 2022. 

Statkraft has filed a scoping 
application for the large-
scale Craig Watch wind farm 
straddling the boundary of 
Moray and Aberdeenshire in 
Scotland.

Up to 18 turbines with 
200-metre tip heights are 
planned. Final capacity has yet 
to be confirmed but will be 

greater than 50MW. Studies 
are ongoing at the site 8km 
south-east of Dufftown with 
a full planning application 
expected in third quarter next 
year.

Initial paperwork suggests 
most turbines will be located 
in two lines running north-
east from Garber Hill to the 

south-east of the ridge line of 
Craig Watch.

If consented the Norwegian 
developer expects to begin 
construction in 2024 and 
bring the project online in 
2025. Battery storage is being 
considered.

Several grid connection 
options are on the table for 

the project sited near the 
A941 and A920 roads.

Statkraft is meanwhile 
set to file a full planning 
application to Highland 
Council in the coming days for 
its up to 49.9MW Ackron wind 
farm near Melvich featuring 
12 turbines with 149.9-metre 
tips.

Statkraft looking to go big onshore north-east Scotland

local content returns at 
upcoming projects.

Rival turbine contractor 
MHI Vestas is understood 
to be out of the running. US 
outfit GE Renewable Energy, 
which holds the current 
record for the largest single 

deal for 190 Haliade-X units at 
the 2.4GW Dogger Bank A&B 
complex, is said by sources 
to have fallen behind the 
German-Spanish company.

A preferred supplier 
agreement has yet to be 
formalised but is expected 

shortly. Talks on wrapping 
installation into the supply 
scope are ongoing but a final 
decision on this element 
also remains open, it is 
understood.

Siemens Gamesa has 
engaged with vessel 
operators to sound out 
options for an installation 
campaign potentially kicking 
off in 2025.

The company’s preference 
is for a two-vessel solution 
capable of handling a 
combined eight units per 
load-out cycle.

A final turbine contract is 
dependent on financial close 
at the £6.5bn East Anglia Hub, 
which will likely be bid into the 
next Contracts for Difference 
allocation round in late 2021.

The 3.1GW complex 
comprises the consented 
1.4GW EA3 as well as the 
proposed 800MW EA1 North 
and 900MW EA2 farms.

UK planners are currently 
examining ScottishPower 
Renewables’ proposals for the 
two latter sites with a consent 
decision expected by mid-
October next year.
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Scottish government bumps up 
offshore wind target to 11GW
The Scottish government has set a new 
ambition to increase offshore wind 
installed capacity to 11GW by 2030, 
up from 8GW, and has also adopted a 
plan that identifies commercial-scale 
sites. 
Click here

Next stop for UK
100GW by 2050Local content now top 

priority for UK
Boosting local content returns at UK 
wind farms should be a key focus 
for the industry now that prices have 
fallen to effective subsidy-free rates.  
p2

Designing success for
the UK supply chain
Next-generation 20MW turbine 
designs could both help lower energy 
costs and lead the way to achieving a 
60% UK local content goal, according to 
initial results of a study by the Offshore 
Renewable Energy Catapult.  p4

Offshore resilience and 
adaptability for all to see
Jim Smith, SSE managing director 
renewables, says there is more to do 
but offshore wind has what it takes to 
drive the green recovery.  p6
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RWE awards Spanish floater 
construction contract
Spanish construction company 
Ferrovial has been selected to 
manufacture and assemble the SATH 
floating platform for Saitec Offshore 
Technologies and RWE Renewables’ 
DemoSATH project.
Click here

Global offshore pipeline surges 
despite pandemic 
The total pipeline of global offshore 
wind projects has grown by 47% 
since January despite the Covid-19 
pandemic, according the latest 
RenewableUK research. 
Click here

Orsted delays construction of 
US offshore projects 
Danish developer Orsted has 
confirmed that construction start dates 
for four of its US offshore projects 
will be put back a year due to federal 
permitting delays. 
Click here
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Today Duncan Clark, Orsted head of 
region UK.  p7
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TRENDING ON 

THE INTERVIEW

2030 target puts UK grid
regulation in the hot seat
A new integrated grid regime for 
offshore wind will need to be in place 
in the next few years to enable the UK 
to reach its 40GW by 2030 capacity 
target.  p3

The UK’s 40GW by 2030 
offshore wind capacity target 
will be just the start with at 
least 100GW likely by 2050.

Committee on Climate 
Change chief executive 
Chris Stark (right) told Global 
Offshore Wind 2020 delegates 
expansion will be driven 
by expectations of a much 
larger electricity system in the 
future. Demand is forecast to 
at least double, all of which 
will need to be met by zero 
carbon sources.

“The majority of that will 
be offshore wind is what we 
think at the moment and that 
means you need a very large 
installed capacity,” he said. 
“We think we have policy tools 
to deliver that and an industry 
that can also deliver that.”

Stark said the CCC, which 
is soon to be renamed the 
Climate Change Committee, 
will publish a report in 
December outlining more 
details of what is needed for 
the UK to transition to net 
zero by 2050.

The economics of using 
offshore wind generation 
is based on high efficiency, 
he added, so not deploying 
lots of batteries for storage 
but using output directly, 

for example to power heat 
pumps and electric vehicles.

Offshore wind is scalable 
and already cost-competitive 
with fossil fuel generation, 
although the investment 
challenge to build that much 
capacity is huge, Stark noted.

What is needed to avoid 
curtailment issues, he added, 

Screengrab: reNews

is not back-up but flexible 
demand with some medium-
term storage alongside.

“We need to get our head 
around the fact that we need 
to build flexible demand for 
all that electricity we will be 
constructing offshore.”

Stark called on the offshore 
wind industry to take up this 
mantra.

“The future of your sector 
rests on building the demand 
for heat pumps, for electric 
vehicles onshore and you all 
have a stake in that,” he said.

“It all needs to happen at 
the same pace as building out 
these enormous wind farms 
that we are planning.”

Stark said confidence is 
going to have to be built, 
too, so there is a solid plan 
in place to facilitate huge 
investments in transmission 
and distribution.

Pandemic ‘a moving target’
Offshore turbine fabricator 
MHI Vestas is monitoring 
changes in coronavirus 
policies as Europe heads into 
the traditional flu season.

“The situation is getting 
more complicated. The first 
and biggest issue is the free 
travel of our technicians,” 

chief executive Philippe 
Kavafyan told delegates.

“So far the offshore wind 
industry has remained 
extremely resilient compared 
to other areas of our economy
and been able to keep 
construction and field 
operations going,” he added.
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