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A consortium of European 
and Asian developers has 
pledged to set up a £100m 
fund to invest directly into 
the Scottish supply chain if 
bids in the 10GW ScotWind 
development rights race are 
successful.

UK player SSE Renewables, 
Japanese conglomerate 
Marubeni and Denmark’s 
Copenhagen Infrastructure 
Partners believe the backing 
will unlock an around 50% 
local content target for their 
projects.

The consortium, which has 
submitted several bids in the 
leasing exercise, is targeting 

wind supply chain companies 
in Scotland with the aim of 
establishing new facilities. The 

spending will also focus on 
port upgrades as well as other 
Scottish businesses, including 
those looking to pivot to 
renewables from oil and gas, 
according to SSE Renewables 

director of capital projects 
Paul Cooley, who will speak 
during Building the supply 
chain of tomorrow at 16:10 on 
Day 1 of GOW 2021.

chief executive Hisafumi 
Manabe said the company 
has been working with 
existing sector suppliers in 
Asia to explore new facilities 
in Scotland.

The consortium, which 
estimates its ScotWind 
projects would contribute 
up to £15bn to the Scottish 
economy if selected, will 
unveil the initiative later today.
Scotland is expected to name 
winning ScotWind bidders 
early next year.

  The port of Blyth in north-

Be a net zero hero
ORE Catapult chief executive Andrew 
Jamieson chairs a session on how 
cross-pollination of industries and 
technologies could help to deliver 
net zero.
11:30-12:15, Platinum 1

£100m ScotWind 
supply chain prizePolicymakers must come 

good at COP26
Governments around the world 
need to back up high-level rhetorical 

action at this year’s crucial COP26 
climate summit, R-UK GOW 2021 will 
hear. p2

Stepping-stone projects 

wind costs’

focused on scaling up from the current 

experts will tell GOW2021.  p3

Joined-up thinking a 
must for North Sea grid

cost-competitive and environmentally 
friendly than point-to-point 
transmisson connections.  p5
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Hands across the ocean
The panel, including representatives 
from TenneT and RWE Renewables, 

13:15-14:25, Platinum 2

Get up to speed on the burgeoning US 

15:00-16:30, Platinum 3

Social networking

exhibitors drinks reception, sponsored 
by ScottishPower Renewables.
17:00-19:00, Exhibition Hall 
Stand 208

29 September 2021
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STAND #75
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Welcome to Global 
p7

SPONSORED BY

chief executive Sven Utermöhlen.  p6

THE INTERVIEW

 p8

On your radar
Get insight into the co-existence of 
wind and aviation industries in this talk 

the Royal Air Force.
15:05-16:00, Platinum 1

James Fisher Renewables 

contract to deliver high-
voltage safety management 
during the commissioning 
of Iberdrola-owned Ailes 
Marines’ 496MW Saint-Brieuc 

Under the agreement, to 
be announced later today 
on the eve of GOW2021, 
EDS will be responsible for 

overseeing electrical safety for 
contractors visiting the site in 

ensuring a smooth transition 
from commissioning through 
to the operations and 
maintenance phase. 

Commissioning at Saint-
Brieuc is due to begin in the 
fourth quarter and will ramp 
up throughout 2022 ahead of 
full operations in 2023. 

EDS safety job at Saint-Brieuc east England has been selected 
by contractor Seaway 7 as the 
storage and mobilisation base 
for array cable installation at 
the 1.1GW Seagreen wind 

The facility has already 
started receiving lengths of 
wires into quayside storage 
tanks. In total, 12,000 tonnes 
of array cable will pass through 
the port’s Battleship Wharf 
Terminal prior to installation 
by Seaway 7 across 2022.

OIL AND GAS PIVOT: SSE’s 
Paul Cooley Photo: SSE Renewables
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Orsted cable protection red 
alert at UK trio

p2

Vestas wins vote at 216MW 
Finnish wind farm

  p3

Option-fee auction shadow 
grows in Ireland

  p5

Vestas picks 65MW 
fruit in French forest

BASE VOYAGE: 

BayWa to battle Brittany ban

OFFSHORE
Timelines on rocky road at 
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Taiwan developers cry foul 
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Newbuild SOV to take the 
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Marine installation market 
at sustainability crossroads  
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Energiekontor runs numbers 
on 139MW Scottish build  p6
Bord na Mona chasing 70MW 
in Irish midland bogs  p7

Lightweight turbine blade  
ready to set sail in Europe  
 FOCUS  p16

Statkraft on
appeal road
over 46MW
Slickly snub
in Highlands

Boralex has inked a turbine 
contract with Vestas for the 
65MW Moulins du Lohan wind 
farm in Brittany, France.

The Danish manufacturer 
will supply and install 17 
V126-3.8MW units with 
200-metre tip heights at the 
site in the Lanouée Forest 
starting in mid-2022.

Jean-Christophe Paupe, the 
developer’s chief operations 

reNEWS 
this month’s contract signing 
marks the culmination of a 
10-year project development 
process. 

“The forest location 

meant we had to complete 
numerous studies on 
biodiversity, for example,” he 
said. 

The wind farm will be one 
of the largest in France on 
completion, Paupe added. 
Construction is due to start 
next month with foundation 
pours scheduled for mid-
November.

Canada-based Boralex 
is currently tendering for 
balance of plant and expects 
to award a contract to a 
local company in the coming 
weeks.

Moulins du Lohan is part 
of a 96MW ready-to-build 
onshore wind portfolio in 

The next issue of reNEWS will 
be published on 9 September

Pioneering people 
powering the future

A French court has ordered 
BayWa to halt construction of 
the consented Tredias wind 
farm in Brittany following 
a legal appeal by project 
opponents.

The German developer 
started building the three-
turbine site but said it has 
been forced to halt work 

by the Administrative Court of 
Appeal of Nantes, which cited 
landscape concerns.

BayWa plans to appeal to 
the Council of State and said 

make this project a reality”, 
adding the decision is the 
result of a “systematic attack” 
on renewables authorisations 
by opponents. 

Statkraft is seeking to 
overturn local authority 
refusal for its 46MW Slickly 
wind farm in the north of 
Scotland.

The Norwegian developer 
said it will appeal Highland 
Council’s decision to block 
the 11-turbine proposal near 
Wick.

The company’s application 
to erect hardware with 
149.9-metre tip heights 
was rejected in June due to 
landscape concerns as well 
as potential disturbance 
of peatland and cultural 
heritages sites.

Slickly project manager 
Maya Hernes said: “We have 
considered all options and 
have decided to progress with 
an appeal.”

The developer previously 
said it would consider a 
redesign to get the wind farm 
across the planning approval 
line.

Statkraft recently accepted 

49MW for the project dated 
31 October 2027.

France, which also includes 
the Bougainville repowering 
project in Hauts de France 
and the 25MW Bois des 
Fontaines newbuild in the 

department.
Boralex will dismantle 

turbines totalling 12MW at 
Bougainville and replace them 
with six Vestas V126-3MW 
units. Nordex has been 
tapped to supply seven N117 
3.6MW turbines for Bois des 
Fontaines.

Both projects are due to 
reach commercial operations 
in 2022 with Moulins du 
Lohan to go live in May 2023, 
Paupe said.

Boralex is also close to 

contract to repower the 
12MW Mont de Bezard 2 
wind farm, boosting output to 
25MW, he added.

The company is currently 
completing construction of 
the 9MW La Grande Borne 
in Hauts de France featuring 
four Vestas V110-2.2MW 
machines.
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Finding it hard to measure the wind at 80 metres+ with all of those planning and H&S considerations? 

Use the new ZX 300 wind Lidar - accepted by DNV GL in simple terrain and Deutsche WindGuard in 

complex terrain, replacing the need for a met mast. Start your wind campaign today. Click.
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Vineyard Wind 1 will be the first commercial-scale offshore 
windfarm to be built in the US. AVANGRID and Iberdrola are 
helping to turn a sector with promise into a sector that prospers.

Offshore wind will power 
America’s green energy future
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THIS WEEK
Applications start rolling for 
300MW Spanish cluster
Belgian developer WindVision and local 
partner Cenerga have started filing 
applications for a 300MW portfolio of 
six wind farms in Spain.  p2

Newcomers push Ireland’s 
offshore pipeline over 30GW
Three heavyweight developers have 
entered the Irish offshore market with 
early-stage proposals for utility-scale 
fixed and floating-foundation wind 
projects.  p3

Last call for extra data to back 
Norfolk Boreas application
UK Energy Secretary Kwasi Kwarteng 
has asked Vattenfall to provide further 
information on plans to mitigate 
wildlife impacts at its proposed 1.8GW 
Norfolk Boreas wind farm.   p4

Celtic Sea round hooks
300MW floater project

HEAVE-HO: Mammoet successfully loaded out Seagreen’s 
first two suction bucket jackets onto a barge at the Port 
of Nigg in the Cromarty Firth last week  Photo: SSE Renewables

OFFSHORE
Big-hitter Cole set to hand 
over reins at Iberdrola  p5
Atlantic Shore partners see 
double off US coast  p7
WindFloat Atlantic blazes a 
trail   FOCUS  p13
London tests water for grid 
and project master plan  
 INSIGHT  p14
New JDR export cable 
factory a first for UK  p17

NEWS
45MW Fruges 2 is on track 
for spring date  p6
85MW turbine prize up for 
grabs at Derrinlough  p8
Wind2 ups the ante to 
70MW in Highlands  p9

Super-tall 
Nordex N149 
units offline 
after German 
collapse  p10

RES fighting fit for subsidy-
free era   INTERVIEW  p12

By Stephen Dunne

BlueFloat Energy and Falck 
Renewables are eyeing a run 
in the upcoming Celtic Sea 
leasing round with plans for 
one of the largest floating wind 
farms off England and Wales.

The partners have 
earmarked an area off the 
English south-west coast 
for the Dewnens project, 
which is in the early stages of 
development.

The Madrid-headquartered 
floating wind specialist 
and Italian developer have 
already secured a 300MW 
grid connection ahead of the 
Crown Estate exercise.

Acreage will be offered 
for early commercial-scale 
projects of up to the same 
capacity, three times larger 
than any floater rights 
awarded to date by the 
seabed landlord.

Power from the wind farm 
would be delivered to the 
network via a substation at 
Alverdiscott in north Devon 
under early-stage proposals 
agreed with National Grid.

The system operator is 
exploring upgrades to the 
existing 400kV site to facilitate 
the connection, which will be 
available at the end of the first 
quarter of 2029. That could 
put the development partners 
in line to support the UK 
government’s 1GW by 2030 
floating wind target.

BlueFloat and Falck are 
also exploring other potential 
projects in the Celtic Sea off 

Read more

Foundations flow at Seagreen
Saipem 7000 will this week start 
installing turbine foundations 
at SSE Renewables and 
Total’s 1.1GW Seagreen wind 
project off Scotland.

The giant heavylift vessel 
is on-site 27km off the coast 
of Angus after the three-leg 
jackets were loaded out by 
Mammoet and towed into 
position alongside S7000 by 
tug Ievoli Blue.

Global Energy Group’s 
Port of Nigg has so far 
taken delivery of 10 jackets 
fabricated by UAE-based 
Lamprell and Chinese yard 
COOEC-Fluor. Five barges 
will be used in relay to float a 

total of 114 bases in pairs to 
the site over the next year. 

SSE has meanwhile 
completed all horizontal 
directional drilling at 
eight locations along the 
project’s onshore cable 
route between landfall 
at Carnoustie and a new 
substation at Tealing airfield. 
Wire installation is expected 
to be completed next spring.

Elsewhere, Seaway 7 has 
awarded Briggs Marine won 
a contract to supply, deploy, 
maintain and recover 13 
demarcation buoys and 
three wave rider buoys at 
Seagreen.

Cornwall and Wales after 
agreeing to extend their 
alliance following bids in the 
ongoing ScotWind process. 

The area “offers great 
potential” due to an excellent 

wind resource, characteristics 
of the coast, the availability of 
suitable infrastructure and a 
skilled supply chain, they told 
renews. 

“(We) have actively engaged 

in the consultation carried 
out by the Crown Estate 
to put in place an enabling 
framework for projects in the 
Celtic Sea to act as stepping 
stones to full-scale industrial 
deployment of floating wind 
projects,” added the partners.

The seabed landlord, which 
earlier this year confirmed 
its intention to run a leasing 
exercise, has yet to outline 
the rules of the round or a 
timeline. 

However, industry sources 
said they believe the tender 
will follow the developer-led 
approach to site selection 
from Round 4 and could take 
place as early as next year. 
More details are expected in 
the coming months.

Insiders also hope 
floater leasing will forgo 
option-fee bidding, which 
led to developers pledging 
hundreds of millions of 
pounds per year for access to 
the seabed in Round 4, and 
align closer to the qualitative 
ScotWind criteria.

If the latter model is 
adopted, the Spanish-Italian 
consortium will have secured 
an advantage by lining up a 
grid connection early as it 
will support an assessment 
of project deliverability, said 
sources. 

The developers are likely 
to face stiff competition, 
however, with the Crown 
receiving input from 30 
market players earlier in the 
year before committing to the 
leasing exercise.

OFFSHORE TECHNOLOGY YEARBOOK 04

LIVE@ DIGITAL SHOW DAILIES 05

OTY is a 
comprehensive 
catalogue of the 
past, present and 
future of offshore 
wind technology 
development, 
updated and 
published annually

Live coverage from 
prestigious industry 
events, covering 
the latest news and 
announcements 
from the conference 
sessions and 
exhibition floor

Federal vision
Get to the conference early for the 
opening session of the day. Bureau of 
Ocean Energy Management director 
Amanda Lefton will be outlining the 
federal agency’s plan for hitting 30GW 
and beyond.
Grand Ballroom, Level 2 – 9am

Need for speed 
at US regulators
Federal and state authorities 
need to speed up regulatory 
systems to unleash the 
nascent US offshore wind 
industry, IPF 2021 has heard.

Liz Burdock, CEO of 
conference-organiser 
the Business Network for 
Offshore Wind, told delegates 
the Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management should “reduce” 
its timeline for making 
decisions and streamline the 
permitting process.

Swift action is required 
to support the build-out of 
the sector and its associated 
domestic supply chain.

The sense of urgency 
comes as developers and 
component manufacturers 
are feeling supply chain 
constraints amid a global 
scramble to construct 
offshore wind farms, she told 
the event in Virginia.

“The US offshore wind 
market is not developing in a 
vacuum,” she said, pointing 
out that some 250GW of 
projects could be developed 
globally this decade. Even 
then, “the science of climate 
change is telling us that might 
not be enough”.

Dominion Energy CEO Bob 

Avangrid on the hunt for
more US seabed acreage
Avangrid Renewables is eyeing more 
seabed acreage off the Northeast 
coast as well as in the Gulf of Mexico 
and offshore California, according to 
offshore wind VP Bill White (above). 
p2

Kiewit’s home win on 
South Fork substation
Development partners Orsted and 
Eversource have picked US-based 
fabricator Kiewit over a European rival 
to build the offshore substation for 
their 132MW South Fork Wind project 
off New York. p3

US insurance primer for 
European wind players
European offshore wind companies 
active in the US market will need to 
adjust to different risk mitigation and 
insurance requirements, IPF 2021 will 
hear. p4

DECISIONS DASH: Business Network for Offshore Wind 
CEO Liz Burdock addressing conference delegates Photo: renews

LiVE@IPF2021
THURSDAY’S 
HIGHLIGHTS

Madam Secretary
Department of Energy Secretary Jennifer 
Granholm will give her remarks to the 
US offshore wind industry. Don’t miss it.
Grand Ballroom, Level 2 – 
9.30am

Vineyard inspection
Get under the hood of the 800MW 
Vineyard Wind 1, the nation’s first 
permitted commercial-scale offshore 
wind farm, with guidance from chief 
development officer Rachel Pachter.
Grand Ballroom, Level 2 – 
10.45am

Local heroes
Dominion senior VP Mark Mitchell 
and Vestas North America’s Josh Irwin 
are among the speakers on a panel 
discussing how to localise the supply 
chain.
Grand Ballroom, Level 2 – 
11.25am

26 August 2021

Today,Orsted Offshore North America 
CEO David Hardy.  p5

THE INTERVIEW

DELIVERING A 
RESPONSIBLE 
ENERGY
FUTURE.

The offshore access 
solutions for your 
wind operations.

Learn more: www.ampelmann.nl

The Offshore Wind Consultants.
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America first
Get the lowdown on the Offshore 
Wind American Manufacturing Act 
with US Senator for Massachusetts Ed 
Markey. Also featuring Avangrid US 
offshore wind head Bill White.
Grand Ballroom, Level 2 – 11am

Blue said “supportive public 
policy is crucial” at the federal, 
state and local level, citing the 
Production Tax Credit. 

Establishment of a major 
industry will also require inter-
jurisdictional cooperation, 
such as efforts underway 
between Virginia, Maryland 
and North Carolina, he added.

State goals for offshore 
wind generation translate 
into a “tremendous business 
opportunity”, Blue told the 
gathering. 

Meanwhile, delegates 
heard from Stephen Moret, 
CEO of the Virginia Economic 
Development Partnership, 
who said that as the US 
industry develops private 
sector power purchase 

agreements will emerge 
instead of just state-led 
mandates.

“I do see a future where 
it’s not just states driving 
procurement,” added Judy 
Chang, Undersecretary of 
Energy for Massachusetts. 

As costs come down and 
offshore wind becomes 
more common, more 
municipalities will contract for 
power supplies in addition to 
businesses or other private 
entities, she said. 

The US has been a leader in 
onshore wind but has greatly 
lagged Europe and Asia in the 
offshore race. “We’re behind 
today but we can catch up,” 
said Orsted North America 
CEO David Hardy.

Scotland 
rediscovers
its mojo
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Finding it hard to measure the wind at 80 metres+ with all of those planning and H&S considerations? 

Use the new ZX 300 wind Lidar - accepted by DNV GL in simple terrain and Deutsche WindGuard in 

complex terrain, replacing the need for a met mast. Start your wind campaign today. Click.
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Your energy  
partner in Ireland

Read more

IRELAND SPECIAL REPORT 2021

Finding it hard to measure the wind at 80 metres+ with all of those planning and H&S considerations? 

Use the new ZX 300 wind Lidar - accepted by DNV GL in simple terrain and Deutsche WindGuard in 

complex terrain, replacing the need for a met mast. Start your wind campaign today. Click.

15 JULY 2021  n  WWW.RENEWS.BIZ

 

High noon 
for Ireland

GLOBAL OFFSHORE WIND REPORT 2020

19 NOVEMBER 2020  n  WWW.RENEWS.BIZ

Siemens Gamesa wind turbine? Tick the box, take the test with a nacelle based Lidar.

ZX TM is approved for use by Siemens Gamesa Renewable Energy for power performance tests. 

Our unique 50 point scan provides full coverage across large turbine rotors offshore. Click.

Towering 
ambition 
runs into 
policy fog

January 13 & 27
February 10 & 24

March 10 & 24 
(March 24: 

Scotland Report)
April 7 & 21  
May 5 & 19
June 2 & 16

(June 16: OTY)
July 7 & 21 

(July 21: Ireland Report)
August 4 & 25

September 8 & 22
(September 22: 

European Solar Report)
October 6 & 20

November 3 & 17 
(November 17: 

Offshore Wind Report)
December 1 & 15
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The go-to source for breaking 
industry news. 
reNEWS.BIZ 
provides up-to-
the-minute 
coverage of 
the renewable 
energy sector 

Stay up to date with our 
daily email newsletters, 
all news is served in an 
easy to digest format! 
A total of 10 categories 
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This fantastic 
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organisations the 
platform to promote 
company progress, 
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range of services 
to our reNEWS.BIZ 
readers

Attractive discounts 
available for 
combination 
advertising across 
reNEWS Premium 
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platforms in 2022
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knowledgeable 
people and 
companies in 
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and advertise with 
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reNEWS is a paid 
subscription based model, 
therefore marketing material 
is never ‘wasted’ on non-
readers. As a premium 
content publication, reNEWS 
is read by senior decision-
makers in the wind and 
marine industry.

The reNEWS readership 
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follows clockwise direction):
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The new future of 
energy podcast
Click here to listen 

EUROPEAN SOLAR REPORT 2021
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of renewables
naturalpower.com

23 SEPTEMBER 2021  n  WWW.RENEWS.BIZ
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information on the importance 
of renewable energy, and 
in particular the planning 
process, is made available to 
those who need it.”

Developers meanwhile 
hope that a change of energy 
minister could catalyse 
planning reform.

Incumbent Paul 
Wheelhouse lost his seat 
in one of the shocks of the 
election. While well-respected 
in the industry, Wheelhouse 
had frustrated some in the 
onshore sector over the time 
taken on some planning 
decisions.

 Former Transport Secretary 
Michael 
Matheson 
(left) has been 
confirmed as 
his successor 
in an expanded 

brief that includes transport, 
energy, environmental 
protection and COP26 delivery.

Scottish Renewables 
welcomed the appointment, 
saying it shows renewables 
are “now a central part of 
Scotland’s economy”. 

Away from planning, 
renewables players are 
keen to ensure the new 
government continues to 
push for changes to UK 
energy regulator Ofgem’s 
transmission network use of 
systems charging regime.

Scottish projects face far 
higher TNUoS charges than 
those in other parts of the UK 
to access the grid. 

SSEN Transmission last 
week published the results of 
a survey that showed more 
than 90% of stakeholders 
are in favour of reforming 
the current regime while 
84% think it is a barrier to 
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Renewables to-do list 
for new-look Holyrood

Tories could play the green investment
card as independence counterweight

Grid clincher 
for the Welsh

renews.biz

Planning system 
fix top priority 
for industry in 
wake of 6 May 

election, writes 
Paul Dobson

The Conservatives’ electoral 
success in north-east 

England could benefit 
Scotland, according to 
RenewableUK head of public 
affairs Nathan Bennett. 

The party’s win in the 
Hartlepool by-election and 
Ben Houchen’s victory in the 
Tees-Valley mayoral poll were
“directly linked to the Prime 
Minister’s plan for a Green 
Industrial Revolution”, he 
said. 

Westminster could be 
tempted to follow a similar 
strategy as a way of showing 
the benefits of the union 
given Scotland’s election of a 
majority of pro-independence 

MSPs would appear to pave 
the way for a new referendum 
North of the Border.

Bennett said: “It is not 
controversial to see the 
recent electoral success of 
the Conservatives in the 
north-east as fuelled by 
a wave of recent inward 
investment decisions in the 
area.

“The incoming GE offshore 
wind blade factory featured 
heavily in local debates and 
this election will be seen by 
many as a vindication of the 
government’s net zero and 
green growth strategies.

“For a government under 
pressure to demonstrate 

the benefits of the union to 
Scotland, renewables could 
be a key part of the answer. 
An ambitious (Contracts for 
Difference) Pot1 auction 
for onshore wind would 
undoubtedly benefit 
Scotland the most.”

Since the election, R-UK 
has called on Westminster 
to commit to revised 2030 
targets on renewables 
deployment to raise 
ambition prior to COP26. 

The trade body wants a 
goal of 30GW for onshore 
wind along with 5GW for 
green hydrogen, 2GW for 
floating offshore wind and 
1GW for marine energy. n

The Scottish renewables 
sector is stepping up 
lobbying efforts on 

a range of policy issues in 
the aftermath of Holyrood 
elections. 

The Scottish National Party 
took 64 seats at the vote on 
6 May, just shy of an absolute 
majority. This will be the SNP’s 
fourth term in government, 
albeit likely with support from 
the Scottish Greens, who 
secured their best-ever total 
of eight seats.

Top of industry’s list 
of priorities for the new 
administration is a resolution 
to delays in the planning 
process, which developers 
believe is caused by a lack of 
resources and inconsistent 
decision-making.  

Trade body Scottish 
Renewables has been quick 
off the mark on this issue 
and has already sent a letter 

to all new MSPs outlining its 
hopes for the Fourth National 
Planning Framework.

A draft NPF4 is expected 
in the autumn with the final 
version, which will govern 
Scottish planning policy for 
the next decade, due in spring 
2022. 

Included in the letter are 
calls for net-zero emissions to 
be a material consideration in 
all future planning decisions, 
onshore wind projects to be 
granted consent in perpetuity, 
and the creation of a more 
welcoming policy environment 
for the repowering and life 
extension of existing projects. 

Scottish Renewables 
director of policy Morag 
Watson said: “It is important 
that new MSPs understand 
this imperative and we will 
now be working hard on 
behalf of our members 
to ensure that the right 

Welsh Labour won a sixth 
consecutive term at 

the country’s parliamentary 
elections earlier this month 
but, like the SNP in Scotland, 
fell one seat short of a 
majority.  

The local renewables 
sector’s top ask for the 
incoming government is a 
resolution to the lack of grid 
connections, particularly 
given onshore wind is set 
to be included in this year’s 
Contracts for Difference 
auction. 

A RenewableUK Cymru 
spokesman said new 
high-voltage transmission 
infrastructure would require 
UK government sign-off, 
adding developers want First 
Minister Mark Drakeford 
to ensure that UK-level 
stakeholders have their 
“attention trained where the 
sun sets as well as where it 
rises”. n

the delivery of renewables 
projects in Scotland. 

Post-election, the focus 
is also likely to be on raising 
ambitions before COP26 in 
Glasgow later this year. 

The Aberdeen Renewable 
Energy Group fired the 
starting gun on what looks set 
to be an industry-wide public 
relations drive in the wake of 
the election.

Chair Jean Morrison said: 
“In the year that COP26 
comes to Glasgow, we 
want the new government 
to ensure that developing 
Scotland’s low carbon energy 
future is a priority.”  n
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By Stephen Dunne

Siemens Gamesa is offering 
a larger rotor variant of its 
14MW to 15MW offshore 
turbine that could be more 
powerful than the biggest 
generators being sold by its 
chief rivals.

The manufacturer is 
marketing a model with a 
rotor diameter understood 
to exceed 235 metres, up 
from the existing 222-metre 
configuration on the up to 
15MW machine first unveiled 
last year.

Sources said they expect 
nameplate ratings to start 
at around 16MW, although 
this has yet to be detailed in 
discussions with developers. 
“It’s a moving target,” added 
one amid speculation the 

unit could unlock even higher 
capacities. The variant is 
understood to feature the 
same nacelle architecture as 
the 222-metre turbine.

The most powerful current 
offering from Vestas rates 
at 15MW, with a 236-metre 
rotor, while GE has sold 
a 14MW iteration of its 
220-metre rotor Haliade-X, 
which was first touted as a 
12MW machine.

The Siemens Gamesa 
variant could be deployed 
commercially from 2025, 
which is when Iberdrola hopes 
to start installing turbines 
at its 3.1GW East Anglia 
Hub in the UK North Sea 
under an already confirmed 
“strategic agreement” with 
the manufacturer. The 
Spanish utility’s ScottishPower 

Renewables subsidiary, which 
is developing the project, 
confirmed Siemens Gamesa 
has “recently made available” 
a machine with “a new 
technological improvement 
associated with a bigger rotor”. 

SPR is now seeking a 
variation to consent for EA3, 
one of three phases at the 
complex, to allow an increase 
in permitted rotor diameters 
from 230 metres to 250 
metres as well as remove 
the 1.4GW project cap while 
reducing maximum machine 
numbers from 121 to 100.

The deal with Siemens 
Gamesa will allow for 
deployment of the “most 
powerful and productive 
offshore wind turbines,” said 
an SPR spokesperson.

“The strategic agreement 

AVANGRID, part of the Iberdrola Group, 
is leading the way in offshore wind in the US 
with the newly approved Vineyard Wind 1.

Offshore wind  will power 
a clean energy future

Read more

Orsted is tackling blade 
erosion issues on 28 of the 
174 Siemens Gamesa 7MW 
turbines installed at its 1.2GW 
Hornsea 1 wind farm off 
north-east England, which was 
commissioned early last year.

The developer is scheduled 
to begin a leading-edge repair 
campaign this week and will 
service a total of 34 blades 
as part of a work programme 
running to late October.

The maintenance will be 
carried out by teams aboard 
Orsted’s newly delivered walk-
to-work service operation 

vessel Wind of Hope supported 
by several crew transfer 
vessels.

While declining to provide 
specifics, a spokesperson said 
repairs have been timed to 
take advantage of a period 
of low wind to minimise 
generation losses.

Blade repair specialists 
told renews multi-component 
campaigns to fix erosion 
issues so early in the operational 
life of an offshore wind project 
are unusual. Siemens Gamesa 
said it is not involved in the 
repairs. 

REBIRTH: Siemens Gamesa 
has launched what it calls 
the world’s first recyclable 
wind turbine blade. The 
initial six 81-metre-long 
RecyclableBlades (above) 
have been produced in 
Aalborg, Denmark. The 
components will be piloted 
at RWE’s Kaskasi wind 
farm off Germany, where 
first power is expected 
next year, while EDF 
Renewables and WPD 
have signed up to install 
sets at future projects.
The secret is a new type of 
resin that can be efficiently 
separated from the blade’s 
other components at the 
end of its working life.

Photo: Siemens Gamesa

Leading-edge repair campaign 
kicks off at 1.2GW Hornsea 1

includes a commitment to 
the consumer to reduce the 
cost of energy by investing 
in new and more efficient 
technology.”

The developer is awaiting 
separate consent decisions 
on the 800MW EA1 North and 
900MW EA2 projects, where 
it has already sought the 
250-metre rotor limit.

Siemens Gamesa is also 
offering the variant to other 
developers currently mulling 
procurement options for 
construction in the later part 
of the decade. 

These include UK offshore 
wind farms that will likely 
be bid into the upcoming 
Contracts for Difference 

round and be in construction 
on similar timelines to the EA 
Hub.

Market sources said the 
variant is being seen as the 
manufacturer’s response to 
Vestas, which unveiled its 
large turbine earlier this year. 

Chinese rival MingYang 
last month took the wraps 
off a 16MW unit that carries 
a 242-metre rotor, although 
the company has yet to make 
inroads against the big three 
outside its home market.

Orsted cable 
protection red 
alert at UK trio

Steady return
to work for
Merkur units
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Orsted has identified the first 
batch of UK offshore wind 
farms in need of “urgent” 
repairs to cable protection 
systems.

The remedial work is 
required to avoid generation 
losses and future large-scale 
array wire replacement, it 
added.

The developer said it 
must address “degradation” 
of equipment on around 
150 foundations “as soon 
as possible” at the 659MW 
Walney and 258MW Burbo 
Bank extension projects in 
the Irish Sea and the 210MW 
Westermost Rough in the 
North Sea 

Orsted has told marine 
authorities the issue is 
present at almost all 
foundation locations at the 
three wind farms.

This is the first time it has 
identified specific projects 
after revealing earlier this 
year it will spend up to €400m 
to address the issue at 10 
affected developments. 

Damage was first reported 
at the 573MW Race Bank off 
north Norfolk.

The company has 
outlined four categories of 

degradation, the worst of 
which comprises structural 
damage or missing 
components leaving cables 
exposed. 

Orsted wants to install rock 
and rock bags to stabilise 
the protection kit, which it 
said is expected to minimise 
the likelihood of future cable 
replacement.

The developer believes sea 
floor currents are dragging 
CPS equipment across the 
seabed, which is damaging 
wire coverings.

“Continued degradation 
of the inter-array cables will 
occur (which could result 
in power transmission loss 
and subsequent emergency 
cable repairs) unless remedial 
action through stabilisation of 
the existing CPS is conducted 
as soon as possible,” Orsted 
told authorities in a permit 
application for the Walney 
Extension.

The company wants to 
begin the campaign at all 
three sites in late summer 
and said the operation will 
have minimal environmental 
impact. Up to three vessels, 
including a fall-pipe ship, will 
be required. 

Merkur Offshore is restarting 
turbines gradually at its 
396MW Merkur wind farm in 
the German North Sea.

Manufacturer GE is working 
with the owner and local 
authorities as part of a two-
phase patch-up and full-fix 
campaign after discovering 
stress fatigue on the helihoist 
on some of the 66 Haliade 
6MW units earlier this year.

Investor TRIG, which holds 
a 25% stake, told renews GE 
spotted the fatigue on a 
“handful” of turbines during 
routine maintenance. Output 
was paused across the entire 
wind farm as a precaution.

Welding to “improve 
structural integrity” will be 
carried out. The turbines 
will be turned back on once 
that work is completed and 
each unit is deemed safe by 
German officials, according to 
TRIG. A permanent solution is 
to be devised in the “coming 
months” and implemented by 
summer 2022.

The machines are still under 
warranty with GE and provisions 
include a mechanism to 
protect lost revenue when 
they are inoperable, subject 
to a cap.

One of the four GE Haliade 
6MW turbines affected by 
stress fatigue at Orsted’s 
Block Island wind farm in 
the US is back in operation, 
leaving three still idled, it is 
understood.

IN BRIEF
n Equinor hopes to submit permit 
applications for its 1230MW Beacon 
Wind 1 project off New York State next 
year and receive approvals in 2024, 
the Offshore Technology Conference 
2021 was told.

Scott Lundin, head of permitting 
and environmental affairs at the 
Norwegian developer’s US offshoot, 
said that timeline would allow 
construction to start in 2025. Surveys 
are currently underway to refine the 
export cable route.

n The US Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management this week completed its 
environmental review of Orsted and 
Eversource’s 130MW South Fork wind 
farm off New York and Rhode Island, 
putting permitting on track to wrap up 
by early next year.

n A New Jersey solicitation seeking 
proposals to upgrade the state’s grid 
to handle offshore wind power has 
been extended by more than a month 
to 17 September. The exercise run by 
regional operator PJM Connection was 
due to close last week.

n Netherlands economic affairs 
ministry RVO is to issue a call to 
work in the second half of October 
for geophysical surveys to obtain soil 
information from sites 5 and 6 in the 
4GW IJmuiden Ver offshore wind 
zone. Both projects are expected to 
come up for tender later this decade.

n Vineyard Wind has selected Jan De 
Nul to supply and install array cables 
for the 800MW Vineyard 1 wind farm 
off Massachusetts. UK manufacturer 
JDR will fabricate the wires under a 
sub-contract with the Belgian player.

n “Multiple” developers have been 
fined for breaking Covid-19 protocols 
in Taiwan, according to the Bureau 
of Energy. “Many vessels have been 
observed doing crew rotation in 

countries such as Hong Kong, Japan, 
Malaysia or the Philippines,” said BoE 
director Chen Chung-hsien.
“This is not allowed because of the 
risk of bringing the Delta variant back 
to Taiwan.” Developers have also 
been fined for not keeping proper 
track of personnel, he added. 

n Spanish fabricator Windar has 
signed a €50m financing agreement 
with bank BBVA to enable delivery of 
50 transition pieces for Iberdrola’s 
476MW Baltic Sea wind farm in the 
German Baltic Sea.

n Developer Star of the South and 
partner Copenhagen Infrastructure 
Partners have opened public 
consultations to help shape technical 
reports for the 2.2GW Star of the 
South wind farm off the south coast of 
Victoria, Australia.

n Two transmission platform 
topsides destined for the 1.4GW 
Hornsea 2 wind farm off east England 
have sailed away from Sembcorp 
Marine’s Admiralty Yard in Singapore. 
The offshore substation and reactive 
compensation station are due to 
reach the North Sea at the end of 
September.

n MingYang has completed delivery 
of 10 MySE 3.0-135 turbines to be 
installed at the 30MW Taranto near-
shore wind farm in Italy, the Chinese 
manufacturer’s first offshore deal in 
European waters.

n LS Cable & System is to acquire the 
GL2030 cable-lay barge for use in the 
growing offshore wind sector at home 
in South Korea and abroad. 

n Harland & Wolff has received its 
first delivery of components for jacket 
foundations to be deployed at the 
Neart na Gaoithe wind farm at its 
Methil yard in Fife, Scotland.
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Grid charges horror
story for CfD hopes 
in north of Scotland
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Offshore wind developers 
in Scotland have warned 
their projects will struggle to 
compete in the upcoming 
Contracts for Difference 
round after National Grid 
forecast fresh hikes to already 
crippling transmission costs.

A new report by the grid 
company calls for a £1.21 per 
kilowatt rise in charges for 
wind farms in the north of 
Scotland over the next two 
years to a total of £25.53/kW.

That compares to a high 
of 34 pence/kW in the 
Cotswolds, England, where 
transmission charges are 
already negative.

If approved by regulator 
Ofgem, the increase could 
land developers with an 
additional £1m premium for 
a 1GW wind farm relative 
to those in areas closer to 
population hubs.

Given the existing charges 
gap, an indicative 1GW project 
in the north will potentially 
go into the December CfD 
auction with a burden of 
transmission tariffs of £25m 
per annum while a similar 
wind farm in the south would 
have a near zero charge, 
sources said.

The August forecast 
report, published annually 
by National Grid ahead of 
price fixing the following year, 
could lead to more expensive 
electricity for customers 
across the board, market 
insiders warned.

“It just takes one developer 
in the north of Scotland to 
look at these figures and 
adjust their CfD bid to push 
the price of the entire auction 
up,” one said.

Onshore wind farms in 
Scotland’s central belt are 
also in the firing line with the 
forecast rise for Lothian and 
the Borders hitting 93p, lifting 
total charges to £10.83/kW.

The next highest price is in 
East Aberdeenshire, where 
tariffs have been predicted to 
hit £21.57, a rise of 87p.

The only regions in the 

south of England not to expect 
negative tariffs by August 
2023 will be Essex and Kent 
with the counties predicted 
to see an increase of 2p to 
£1.22/kW, the report shows.

The issue of grid charging 
was brought before the 
Scottish Affairs Committee in 
Westminster earlier this year, 
after which Holyrood Energy 
Minister Michael Matheson 
called for Ofgem to “level the 
playing field”.

“It is well known that 

charges put Scottish projects 
at a disadvantage compared 
to those in England,” a source 
said. “Everyone expected it 
to get worse in this report 
but these figures are higher 
than anyone thought and 
the general trend… keeps 
getting worse for the north of 
Scotland.”

n Installation of the 48MW 
Kincardine floating wind farm 
off the east coast of Scotland 
has been completed.

n Vattenfall has started installing 
foundations at its 1.5GW Hollandse 
Kust Zuid wind farm off the 
Netherlands. 

n SAFE Boats International has 
teamed up with Isle of Wight-based 
Diverse Marine to target the US 
offshore wind market. 

n GE Renewable Energy has 
inaugurated the logistics hub for the 
480MW Saint-Nazaire wind farm off 
France at the Nantes-Saint-Nazaire 
port. DEME has meanwhile installed 
the first offshore substation for the 
project.

n The board of Danish offshore wind 
O&M specialist Ziton has engaged 
Evercore to act as financial advisor 
in reviewing strategic alternatives 
focused on maximising shareholder 
value. 

n Vattenfall has selected Hellenic 
Cables to supply 70km of 66kV array 
wires for the 350MW Vesterhav wind 
farm off Denmark with deliveries due 
in the first quarter of 2023.

n Van Oord is mobilising to install 
10 MingYang 3MW turbines and 
associated integrated monopile 
foundations at Renexia’s 30MW 
Taranto near-shore wind farm in Italy. 

n GE and PKN Orlen are exploring 

ways to work together on offshore 
wind development in Poland.

n RWE Renewables has gone to 
market for a host of services to 
support construction of its 1.4GW 
Sofia wind farm off the east England 
coast.

n Global Maritime have been 
awarded a framework agreement for 
specialist marine services by BP. 

n German turbine maintenance 
specialist Deutsche Windtechnik has 
set up a new UK country unit.

n Bourbon Subsea Services has 
installed the TetraSpar floating 
offshore wind demo in Norway. 

n Irish engineering consultancy 
GDG has opened its first office in the 
Netherlands. 

n The Crown Estate and the Natural 
Environment Research Council have 
launched the ECOWind research 
programme to study how marine 
ecosystems will respond to the 
continued growth of offshore wind.

n Technology company Proserv 
Controls has received industrial 
sponsorship from ScottishPower 
Renewables for its Electro Cable 
Guard subsea wire condition 
monitoring system. 
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HIGH WIRE: Cable manufacturer XLCC is planning to build 
two new factories at Hunterston port on Scotland’s west 
coast with a view to supplying European and US offshore 
wind markets. The UK-based company has signed an 
options agreement with harbour owner Peel Ports for the 
£370m development. Assuming North Ayrshire Council 
grants planning permission, cable will start rolling off 
the production lines by April 2023, it said. The 28-hectare 
complex (above) will produce up to 4000km of HVDC wires 
a year when output hits full speed in November 2024. The 
plants are expected to create 900 permanent jobs. The 
development will include the construction of research 
and development laboratories, offices, stores, electrical 
infrastructure and a high-tech cable delivery system.
 Illustration: XLCC
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Greentech Projects has tabled 
pre-application paperwork 
for a 20MW solar PV farm 
at Pencaerlan in Neath Port 
Talbot, Wales. 

The prospective site, 
located on low-grade 
agricultural land 1km south-

west of the town of Seven 
Sisters, covers an area of 28 
hectares.  

The project will be 
connected to the grid at 
a substation 1.2km west 
of the site and will include 
a substation and control 

cabins. Greentech expects 
construction to begin in 2024 
or 2025 at the earliest. 

The German company said 
an environmental impact 
assessment is unlikely 
to be necessary for the 
development with the closest 

cultural designation located 
500m to the north.   

Greentech is predominantly 
focused on operations and 
maintenance of solar PV 
farms but moved into project 
development in the UK and 
Germany last year. 

UK development manager 
James Smith said that the 
company is interested 
in developing arrays on 

greenfield sites across Britain. 
“We have a large project 

pipeline with a focus on 
the north of England and 
Scotland, and are very excited 
about opportunities in Wales,” 
he added. 

Development is picking 
up in Wales with Lightsource 
BP unveiling its 350MW Mon 
Solar project on Anglesey last 
month. 

n North Devon Council’s planning 
committee has approved Aura Power’s 
near-50MW Litchardon Cross solar 
farm near Barnstaple in south-west 
England. The Bristol-based developer 
expects construction to start at the 
earliest in spring 2022.

Plans for the site include a 
suite of ecological and biodiversity 
enhancements such as areas of 
wildflower meadows, new tree belts 
and hedgerows, Aura said.

n EDF Renewables Ireland is to start 
construction of three new solar arrays 
this month; the 5MW Coolroe at 
Ballycullane and 8MW Blusheens at 
Killinick, both in County Wexford, and 
the 4MW Curraghmartin at Carrigeen 
in County Kilkenny. Completion is 
expected in February 2022 at the 
earliest. The projects are the first to 
go into construction following EDF’s  
acquisition of Wexford Solar last year.

n Solar specialist ReneSola Power 
has signed a joint venture agreement 
with Eiffel Investment Group to 
develop and finance up to 700MW of 
PV projects across Europe. ReneSola 
will hold 51% of the European Solar 
Energy Development vehicle.

n RWE has secured rights in 
Germany’s innovation tender to build 
a 14.4MW solar farm combined with 
energy storage on the western edge of 
the Tagebau Inden open-cast mine.

Construction should start in October 
with first power in June 2022.

n Opdenergy has obtained final 
approval for solar power purchase 
agreements totalling 362MW in 
Spain. The new PPAs, with 10-year 
terms, relate to eight solar PV plants 
being developed by Opdenergy with 
construction planned between late 
2021 and early 2022.

n RWE Supply & Trading will source 
electricity from Germany’s largest 
subsidy-free solar park from 2022 
onwards and supply it to automaker 
VW under a 10-year power purchase 
agreement. The 172MW solar 
plant, operated by German asset 
manager Luxcara in Tramm-Gothen, 
is scheduled for completion by the 
year-end.

n RP Global is working with local 
company Tartessos to develop a 
300MW solar array in the Castilla-
Leon region of Spain. Land for the 
project has already been secured and 
environmental impact assessments 
have raised no red flags, said Tartessos.

n Sustainable investor Exus 
Management Partners has been 
chosen to provide the complete 
end-to-end delivery of an 85MW 
wind-solar hybrid project in northern 
Portugal scheduled to be fully 
operational by the end of 2023. 
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BIG COUNTRY: Orsted has completed its 420MW Permian 
Energy Center solar array in the US state of Texas, which 
includes a 40MW battery storage facility Photo: Orsted

SCOTLAND 1618 March 2021
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Scottish remote islands wind is set 
to finally hit the big time in the 
coming years after severe delays.

Bullishness is built on what looks 
like a favourable run in this year’s 
Contracts for Difference auction.

Remote islands projects no longer 
have to face offshore wind in the 
allocation round, after competing with 
the technology in the 2019 sale.

Instead, wind farms will fight it out 
against less mature technologies of 
floating wind, wave and tidal.

“I would say you would be hard 
pressed to beat remote island wind 
with the other technologies in that 
pot,” said Cornwall Insight wholesale 
manager James Brabben. 

Delivery of interconnectors to the 
mainland remain a potential obstacle 
but many are hopeful the business 
cases are becoming stronger.

Construction of a 600MW link to 
Shetland is going ahead, thanks in 
part to SSE Renewables’ decision 
to press the build button at the 
£580m, 443MW Viking, spreading 
fresh optimism into the sector. Two 
projects being developed by Peel NRE 
on the island may now be able to 
enter construction if successful in the 
auction. 

On the Western Isles, success for the 
196MW Stornoway wind farm could 
see the approval of a new 450MW or 
600MW link.

Orkney faces more of a planning 
challenge to get sufficient schemes 
consented for a new interconnector, 
but several projects may be bid-ready. 

Orkney Islands Council has thrown 
its own weight behind the drive by 
developing three projects, and the 
local authority says its default position 
is to take them forward on a merchant 
basis.

“It would be nice to see a wind farm 
built in the windiest part of Europe,” 
BayWa RE managing director Gordon 
MacDougall said. “We have been trying 
to connect these islands for 20 years.”

Scottish Renewables policy director 
Morag Watson wants more clarity 
on interconnectors from regulator 
Ofgem, and says the CfD outcome will 
be keenly watched. Meanwhile, there 
are other potential routes to market 
for remote island wind power.

“We are also waiting for government 
to publish its action plan on hydrogen 
– there is some interesting work 
on transitioning the Western Isles 
[ferries] in particular from diesel to 
hydrogen,” she said. n

New CfD weighting 
and Shetland 

interconnector 
signal green light 
for outlying isles 

Island wind less remote REMOTE ISLANDS ACTION
Project, location MW Developer
ORKNEY
Costa Head, 
Mainland 14.4 Hoolan Energy

Faray, Faray 28 Orkney Islands 
Council

Hammars Hill 
Extension, Mainland 8.4 Hammars Hill Energy

Hesta Head, 
South Ronaldsay 20.4 Hoolan Energy

Hoy, Hoy 28 Orkney Islands 
Council

Neven Point, Eday 30 Neven Point Wind
Quanterness, 
Mainland 28 Orkney Islands 

Council
Rennibister 2, 
Mainland 20 Rennibister 

Wind Power
Rothiesholm Head, 
Stronsay 30 Northwind 

Associates
Total:                                       207.2MW
SHETLAND
Beaw Field, Yell 72 Peel NRE
Energy Isles, Yell 160 Statkraft
Mossy Hill, Mainland 50 Peel NRE
Viking, Mainland 443 SSE
Total:                                       725.0MW
WESTERN ISLES
Beinn Thulabaigh, 
Lewis 6 Knock and Swordale 

Community Company
Druim Leathann / 
Tolsta, Lewis 48.3 BayWa

Muaitheabhal, Lewis 189 Uisenis Power
Stornoway, Lewis 196 LWP (EDF+Wood)
Tol Mor, Lewis 24 Norman Maciver
Total:                                       463.3MW
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RESS 2 delay 
stuns sector

Second major 
slippage of auction 

dates threatens 
potential repeat of 

this year’s wipe-out

renews.biz

The wind industry is demanding 
that authorities explore all 
avenues to bring forward the 

next renewables auction after Dublin 
admitted the RESS 2 round is almost a 
year behind schedule.

The sector was rocked last month 
when Energy Department DECC and 
Eirgird, charged with running the 
process, published proposed terms 
and conditions that state the tender 
will not be run until August 2022.

Government policy committed to 
having RESS 2 in 2021 but Energy 
Minister Eamon Ryan said in April this 
had slipped to early 2022. However, 
the latest setback has shocked 
developers who were blindsided by 
the extent of the delay.

Under the timetable, Eirgrid will 
open pre-qualification at the end of 
March 2022. Bids can be filed from 
29 July, with the auction to be run on 
5 August. Provisional results are due a 
week later with the final outcome set 
for September.

DECC and Eirgrid have not given 
reasons for the delay but industry 
insiders firmly point the finger 
at Dublin’s ambition to open up 
renewables projects for community 
investment.

The government, led by the Green 
Party’s Ryan, has been working for 
some time on proposals to allow 
citizens to take ownership stakes in 
wind farms, which developers say as a 
concept is largely unworkable.

Officials have laid out options to 
industry in private but are struggling 
to come up with a palatable system 
and are expected to 
launch a separate 
consultation shortly.

Supporting your renewable energy 
and storage projects at every stage 

naturalpower.com

Feasibility | planning | environmental | construction | operations

Developers behind around 900MW 
of onshore wind farms eligible for 

the delayed RESS 2 are running the 
numbers on bids.

Insiders highlighted significant risk 
and uncertainty around grid costs 
and delivery, the potential loss of 
priority dispatch via CRU policy, lack 
of contract indexation and auction 
delays as factors that are likely to 
push up pricing.

However, this will be countered 
by the RESS 2 batch being recently 
permitted based on higher tip 
heights, more efficient technology 
and refined designs.

The key decision now from 
authorities is the competition ratio, 
which will be nailed down closer to 
the auction. For RESS 1 this meant 
that almost every project secured a 
contract at a clearing price for wind 
and solar of €74.08 per megawatt-

hour, considerably higher than many 
European markets.

Sector views are mixed as to 
whether onshore wind prices will 
fall substantially, if at all, in RESS 2 
following a downward trend in other 
countries’ auctions. 

Statkraft is likely to have the most 
onshore wind capacity to bid in, with 
six projects totalling 325MW.

The confirmed sites, all in the 
midlands, range from the 84MW 
Coole in Westmeath to various other 
50MW to 60MW schemes in Kildare, 
Offaly and Laois seeking RESS 2 
backing.

Statkraft senior vice president 
wind Europe Kevin O’Donovan said 
the company is putting its best foot 
forward based on higher tip heights.
It is also seeking input from would-be 
suppliers to nail down build costs 
before bidding. n

Large tips lift Statkraft stats

ELIGIBLE ROUND TWO BIDDERS
Project, location MW Developer
Ardderroo 2, Galway 18 Invis
Aught, Donegal 32.2 Independent
Ballylongford, Kerry 25.2 Independent
Ballymanus, Wicklow 40 ABO Wind
Bilboa, Carlow 21 Statkraft
Castlewaller, Tipperary 48 ABO Wind
Coole, Westmeath 84 Statkraft
Cushaling, Offaly 50 Statkraft
Drehid, Kildare 60 Statkraft
Drumlins Park, Monaghan 49 Galetech
Firlough, Mayo 75 Mercury Renewables
Knockranny, Galway 47.3 Western Power
Moanvane, Offaly 60 Statkraft
Pinewood, Laois 50 Statkraft
Sheskin 2, Mayo 16.8 ABO Wind
Tullynamoyle 5, Leitrim 19.2 Tim Boland
Yellow River, Offaly 110.2 SSE Renewables
Sub-15MW 66.3 Various
Total:                                              872.2MW
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Average solar farm 
size is increasing 
in Holland as 

developers attempt to optimise 
their projects in the face of high grid 
costs and declining subsidy support, 
according to industry sources. 

This trend has led to a decline in 
public acceptance of solar farms, 
however, with developers striving to 
find a balance between costs and 
size while meeting requirements 
for landscaping and community 
participation.

In some regions local authorities 
are developing tailored spatial plans 
for renewable energy projects, 
enabling the development of large-

scale energy parks in specific areas. 
This approach not only reduces 
public acceptance risks but can also 
help grid companies with investment 
planning, developers say.

The PV sector in Holland reached 
the 10GW cumulative installed 
capacity mark at the end of 2020; 
according to Holland Solar this is 
expected to grow to 24GW by the 
end of 2024. 

Although these projections put 
the Netherlands on track to reach a 
2030 goal of 27GW of PV capacity, 
the industry believes that the target 
needs to be increased to enable 
further decarbonisation of the 
industrial and transport sectors.

“Because we appear close to reaching 
the target, some seem to think that 
we do not need to take more action…
It feels a bit with certain parties that 
the sense of urgency has gone,” said 
Statkraft Netherlands vice president 
of wind and solar Niels van der 
Linden.

The sector has also voiced 
concerns about plans to close the 
Stimulation of Sustainable Energy 
Production (SDE++) support system 
to solar PV in 2025. 

It is calling for a replacement 
mechanism to be introduced, such 
as a floor price for solar, to enable 
developers to continue accessing 
low-cost finance options. n

Dutch solar developers are working 
with grid operators to find short- 

and medium-term solutions to the 
country’s limited capacity challenges.

Large portions of the Netherlands’ 
grid network are closed to new 
generator connections, while 
investments being implemented 
by DNOs to increase capacity and 
reduce bottlenecks will take several 
years to complete. 

Areas with available grid capacity 
are either densely populated 
or protected nature reserves 
not suitable for large-scale PV 
development.

The issue is a “huge problem” 
and is effectively blocking 80% of 
potential development sites, one 
developer told renews. It is causing 
project delays and could also affect 
the Netherlands’ ability to meet its 
climate goals.

Solarfields managing director 
Gerben Smit said the company has 
looked for “creative” solutions for 
some of its large-scale PV projects, 
including securing connections to 
private grids at industrial sites and 

sharing connections with onshore 
wind farms. It is also building its own 
grid connection for one PV project.

“DNOs have a very restricted 
investment mandate and cannot 
take speculative positions, but we 
can,” said Smit. “We are trying to be 
as proactive as possible in solving 
the grid situation.”

In recent months the industry 
has agreed to a new voluntary rule 
that developers should request grid 
connections of up to 70% of their 
maximum solar capacity. 

This is part of a raft of measures 
being taken by the DNOs to ensure 
the grid is used as efficiently as 
possible. These include using 
redundant capacity on the grid to 
connect new projects, a move that 
will open up many areas to new 
connections, according to Holland 
Solar. 

Dialogue is also continuing on 
new congestion management and 
curtailment rules, demand side 
management strategies and other 
initiatives to boost grid capacity in 
the short term. n

Grid restrictions require 
transformative thinking

Installation of PV capacity in Belgium 
is set to drop drastically in 2021.

Renewable energy association 
Energie Commune estimates that 
the country will add between 300MW 
and 500MW this year, a considerable 
dip on the 1GW added to the grid 
in 2020 across all segments of the 
market.

The fall in installations is due 
to policy changes affecting the 
residential market, which accounts 
for around three-quarters of 
Belgium’s PV sector, as well as rising 
costs for systems.

In 2020, large-scale installations 
(>750kWp) totalled 33MWp, 
according to Energie Commune. 
Projects brought online include 
Belgium’s largest floating solar array, 
developed by Floating PV.

The 7MW system is located on 
Sibelco’s De Schansheide sand 
quarry near Antwerp, supplying 
energy for Sibelco as well as 
exporting power to the grid.

Cumulative capacity now exceeds 
6GW and the country is on track to 
meet a 2030 target of 8GW of solar, 
according to SolarEurope. n

Belgian PV
takes a hit
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GROUND COVER: RWE commissioned the 
14.7MW Solar Park Kerkrade, in the province 
of Limburg earlier this year                     Photo: RWE
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The Dutch government is poised 
to raise the country’s 11.5GW 
by 2030 target for offshore wind 

deployment.
Policymakers are expected to 

upgrade ambitions shortly, following 
the publication of data suggesting the 
country is on track to miss its goal of 
reducing emissions by 49% on 1990 
levels by the end of the decade.

EU legislation advanced in Brussels 
to introduce a 55% 2030 target 
for CO2 cuts is likely to compound 
the nation’s shortfall in emissions 
reductions.

“We estimate that hitting this 55% 
target will require an extra 8GW of 
offshore wind,” Netherlands Wind 
Energy Association offshore wind 
specialist Hilbert Klok told renews.

“Offshore wind is seen as the easiest 
technology to scale up to attain these 
goals. There is limited free space for 
onshore wind and solar.

“It is also the only sector that has 
hit its own targets on time and on 
budget. Cost reductions have meant 
we are now building without subsidy.” 

The 2030 development pipeline 
currently includes tenders for the 
1.4GW Hollandse Kust West next 
year. There are also planned auctions 
set for the 700MW Ten Noorden van 
de Waddeneilanden zone in 2022, 
and a pair of 2GW rounds between 
2023 and 2026 to allocate the 4GW 
IJmuiden Ver zone.

The latter two will become the 
first HVDC developments in the 
Netherlands, with grid operator 

TenneT exploring possible link-ups 
from the substation to the UK grid.

Officials at the Ministry of Economic 
Affairs and Climate Policy, headed 
by Eric Wiebes (pictured), are already 
scoping sites to support up to 30GW 
of new offshore projects post-2030. 
Some may need to be established 
and auctioned off this decade if new 
ambitions are to be reached.

Alternatively, the government can 
turn to locations already allocated in 
spatial planning that have not been 
used up yet.

“These lie north of IJmuiden Ver 
and to the north-west and south-
west of the existing three Hollandse 
Kust projects, and can accommodate 
around 4GW of new projects,” one 
source said.

New sites will need to be auctioned 
off by 2027 at the latest to arrive this 
decade, according to market sources.

Policymakers are also looking 
at ways of ensuring the long-term 
profitability of subsidy-free offshore 
wind development in the country.

A government-commissioned 
report from consultancy AFRY this 
year flagged concerns that price 
cannibalisation over the decade could 
lower returns for developers.

This may cause them to turn their 
backs on the Netherlands in favour of 
better spoils as other new and more 
lucrative markets open.

“Raising ambitions beyond 11.5GW 
is likely to further dampen wholesale 
prices and so actions are needed that 
can help retain the value of electricity 
produced from offshore wind,” said 
AFRY senior consultant Susan Stead.

A push to use offshore wind to 
power industry around the country’s 
ports is one such example.

“Peak demand currently stands at 
20GW but there is a ready set of off-
takers for green power located near 
to where projects will make landfall,” 
one market source said.

Recent targets to see 4GW of green 
hydrogen operational in 10 years may 
help with over-capacity from offshore 
wind and cut emissions from hard-to-
abate sectors. n

Government reliant 
on tried and tested 

offshore wind sector 
to hit tough new 

emissions targets

Pick of the bunch to grow Dutch yield
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Labroy Marine, 
Singapore

2009
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55.5 metres
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1250 tonnes
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300 tonnes
N/A

64 people 
(option for 160)

Labroy Marine,
 Singapore

2009
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1000m2

1250 tonnes
40 metres

300 tonnes
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64 people 
(option for 160)

Labroy Marine, 
Singapore

2011
GustoMSC

75.9 metres
40 metres

6 metres
N/A

2500m2

2000 tonnes
N/A

1000 tonnes
N/A

64 people 
(option for 250)
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Max load
Max operating depth
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Max speed
Accommodation 

Description
Self-propelled jack-up 
featuring a pedestal-
mounted 300-tonne crane 
and helideck.

Capabilities
1) Accommodation and 

crane support

Deployment
2021: tbc
2022: tbc

Description
Self-propelled jack-up 
operational since 2009 and 
designed by GustoMSC.

Capabilities
1) Accommodation and 

crane support

Deployment
2021: Hook-up and 
commissioning of 
Hollandse Kust Alpha and 
Beta substations off the 
Netherlands.
2022: tbc

Description
JB-117 is a self-elevating 
unit with a leg length of 80 
metres, maximum payload 
of 2000 tonnes and crane 
capacity of 1000 tonnes. This 
vessel is currently equipped 
with a DP thruster unit to 
allow in-field moves.

Capabilities
1) Turbine installation
2) Accommodation

Deployment
Deployment
2021: tbc
2022: tbc

Jack-Up Barge
JB-114

Jack-Up Barge
JB-115

Jack-Up Barge
JB-117

Photo: Flying Focus
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Key characteristics
Low and medium wind high-speed geared turbine model with super-size rotor 
diameter for 5MW class. The design is likely again yield-optimised for Wind Class IIIB+ 
conditions.

Product notes
1. Fitted with 73-metre+ LM blades. 
2. Fitted with in-house manufactured gearbox.
3. CISC H127-5.0MW sister model with smaller 127-metre rotor diameter for IEC I 

envisaged but status unknown.

CSIC Haizhuang H151-5.0MW
Offshore projects
2 – Huaneng Rudong wind farm, China 
(20 units, 2017); Huaneng Rudong H3, 
China (53 units, 2021)

Product status 
Commercially available

Track record 
Up to 73

PROJECT DEPLOYMENT
IIIB+

151m
5MW

3
Upwind

Pitch-controlled variable speed
370-380T
279W/m2

2013
2012

Onshore and offshore
N/A

Semi-integrated high-speed 
geared; single rotor bearing and short 

hollow main shaft flanged to the three-
stage gearbox fitted with torque side 

supports; PMG

VITAL STATISTICS
IEC class
Rotor diameter
Power rating
Number of blades
Orientation
Operation
Head mass
Specific power
Prototype
Introduction
Usage
Power electronics
Drive train
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Key characteristics
Upgraded version of H151-5.0MW model with larger 171-metre rotor.

Product notes
1. Combines permanent magnet synchronous generator and full-power inverter.
2. Unit includes pitch control and variable parameter control technology to reduce 

overspeed shutdowns and allow use of larger blades.

CSIC Haizhuang H171-5.0MW
Offshore projects
3 – Huaneng Rudong H3, China (25 units, 
2021); Dalian Zhuanghe 2, China (60 
units, 2021); GCL Rudong H15, China 
(70 units, 2021)

Product status 
Commercially available

Track record 
155

PROJECT DEPLOYMENT
IIIB and S

171m
5MW

3
Upwind

Pitch-controlled variable speed
N/A

217.7W/m2

N/A
N/A

Onshore and offshore
N/A
N/A

VITAL STATISTICS
IEC class
Rotor diameter
Power rating
Number of blades
Orientation
Operation
Head mass
Specific power
Prototype
Introduction
Usage
Power electronics
Drive train

www.bibbymarine.com

More comfort, safety, access and efficiency

Service Operation Vessels 
with Walk to Work gangways

High quality accommodation barges for your nearside projects enquiries@bibbymarine.com
0151 708 8000

Half-page 
Landscape
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Description
Karimun is focused on fabrication of jackets and topsides for HVAC and HVDC offshore 
substations, serial fabrication of wind turbine fixed and floating foundations.

Fabrication pipeline
Fabrication of jackets; two substation jackets for the Neart Na Gaoithe project off 
Scotland.

Saipem 
Karimun Karimun, Kepalauan Riau, 

Indonesia

880,271m²

35,000 tonnes

1000 tonnes

Jackets, topsides, modules

VITAL STATISTICS
Location

Production floor 

Annual capacity

Main crane capacity

Capabilities

Having experience means it can be done.
The personal skills of our employees are our foundation.

From basic contracts to full service, from individual solutions to cluster  
management spanning multiple windfarms: We have over 15 years of experience  
in complete maintenance for wind turbines on land and at sea.
 
deutsche-windtechnik.com/home

Description
Fabrication of jackets and topsides for HVAC and HVDC offshore substations can be 
tackled at the Arbatax yard, which can also handle serial fabrication of wind turbine 
floating foundations.

Fabrication pipeline
N/A

Saipem 
Arbatax Arbatax, Nuoro, Sardinia, Italy

182,098m²

12,000 tonnes

1000 tonnes

Jackets, decks, 
subsea structures

VITAL STATISTICS
Location

Production floor 

Annual capacity

Main crane capacity

Capabilities

Description
Navantia and Windar have created a satellite facility in Brest for the fabrication of 
jacket components. The facility and local industry is focused on the serial production 
of stabbings, bracings, jacket nodes and jacket leg components. The Navantia-
Windar Brest facility will continue operations after Saint-Brieuc, becoming a focal 
point for fabrication of steel components for projects in France for fixed and floating 
foundations.

Fabrication pipeline
N/A

Navantia
Port of Brest Brest, France, Atlantic

110,000m²

15,000 tonnes of steel 
components/year. Assembly of 

floating foundations is also possible

Crawler cranes 
of various sizes

Steel components for jackets 
and floating foundations

VITAL STATISTICS
Location
Production floor 

Annual capacity

Main crane capacity

Capabilities

INTRAMAR insurances
Het Nieuwe Diep 34 A8
1781 AD Den Helder
The Netherlands
+31 223 612222
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VITAL STATISTICS
Number of vessels
15+

Vessel types; passenger numbers; speed
30-metre trimaran; 24; 24 knots

28.5-metre catamaran; 24; 25 knots

27-metre monohull; 12; 11 knots

23.7-metre catamaran; 24; 22 knots

23.7-metre catamaran; 12; 22 knots

22.4-metre monohull; 12; 23 knots 

20.8-metre monohull; 12; 23 knots

Headquarters
Esbjerg, Denmark

Ancillary/related services
Standby services, ROV/dive support, survey. Acquired KEM Offshore vessels and 
activities in April 2020. 

Track record
Iberdrola’s 350MW Wikinger, Germany, SPR’s 714MW East Anglia 1, UK.

Geographic sector of operation
Germany, UK, Denmark

World Marine Offshore

VITAL STATISTICS

VITAL STATISTICS
Number of vessels
1

Vessel types; passenger numbers; speed
19.7m catamaran; 20; 27 knots 

Headquarters
Kristiansand, Norway

Ancillary/related services
Crew and personnel management, project execution, consultancy, audits, surveys and 
inspections.

Track record
Sea Puffin 1 trialled at Orsted’s 209MW Horns Rev 2 off Denmark in 2018.

Geographic sector of operation
Denmark, northern Europe

WindPartner

Headquarters
New York, US

Ancillary/related services
Dive/ROV support, towing, barge operations, fabrication, shipyard services.

Track record
One CTV for Orsted’s 12MW Coastal Virginia offshore wind farm and one on order 
to be built by Senesco Marine, LLC, North Kingstown, Rhode Island that will service 
Orsted’s Revolution Wind project for Rhode Island.

Geographic sector of operation
USA

WindServe Marine

Number of vessels
1

Vessel types; passenger numbers; speed
15-metre surface effect ship; 12; 25 knots

For flexible and agile project delivery 
across energy sectors, turn to Petrofac.

With us, delivery is always assured.

petrofac.com

Your project,  your way.Quarter-page
Landscape

Tower

This resource publication 
features a comprehensive 
catalogue of the past, present 
and future of offshore wind 
turbine development. It 
includes sections on floating 
wind, installation vessels, 
foundation suppliers, cable 
lay vessels and service fleets.

The seventh annual edition 
of the respected OTY – 
published in June 2022 – will 
bring readers seven sections 
packed with information:

n Current turbines

n Historic 
turbines

n Floating 
concepts

n Installation 
vessels 

	
n Cable-lay 

vessels

n CTV operators

n Fabrication 
yards

OTY includes vital 
information on deployment, 
turbine specifics and history, 
and is an indispensable 
desktop reference for anyone 
involved in the industry.

It is free to subscribers and 
will be distributed at major 
offshore wind shows.

A range of advertising and 
sponsorship opportunities 
– HEADLINE and SECTION – 
are available (see right). Book 
now to avoid disappointment.

A page-turner for 
anyone involved 
in the industry

n  Artwork is required to be 
compiled in InDesign to produce 
150dpi RGB PDFs with all fonts fully 
embedded. All logos and graphics 
must be vectors. 

n  All advertisements will carry 
embedded hyperlinks directing 
readers straight through to your 
website once clicked on the advert. 

n  Please inform us of any URLs you 
would like embedded when you 
send the artwork to us.

FORMAT & 
DEADLINES

Get ahead of the market 
by taking up one of our

SPONSORSHIP 
PACKAGES

HEADLINE SPONSOR

COMPANY LOGO 
on the front cover; 

COMPANY NAME 
on every page; 

7 HALF-PAGE ADVERTS 
1 per section; 

COMPANY BRANDING 
on ALL marketing 

campaigns; 

PROMOTION on 
reNEWS.BIZ 

Built on bankable and proven technology, available for markets worldwide.

The V174-9.5 MW®

facebook.com/

twitter.com/MHIVestas

youtube.com/

linkedin.com/

MVOW_V174 ad for EOD_150 dpi_RGB.indd   1

31-05-2019   10:54:53

Key characteristics

Three-column lattice-steel structure with tube shaped buoyancy elements 

incorporating large-diameter heave-plates. Central turbine mounting at fourth 

(buoyancy) expanded column-tower structurally supported by triangular cross 

bracings. In-between columns linkages with upper and lower horizontal members and 

structurally-stiff triangular cross members.  

Product notes

1. Tri-floater with two-bladed 1MW VAWT developed by Industrialisation set-up of a 

Floating Offshore Wind turbine (InFLOW) of France, a joint-enterprise of French oil 

and gas company Technip and wind-power start-up Nenuphar.

2. Considerable delays reported with Vertiwind and Vertifloat predecessor projects 

impacting the overall InFLOW roadmap.

3. Prior milestones validation of first 35kW Vertiwind turbine installed onshore in 2009, 

and 2MW Vertiwind onshore prototype 2014 near Marseille, France.

4. Nenuphar placed into liquidation in April 2018, onshore Vertiwind prototype to be 

dismantled. Prototype was planned at Mistral test site near Marseille by end-2018. 

An extension of the programme until April 2018 was approved by the European 

Commission in September 2017. Current status not known.

InFLOW Tri-Floater

Projects
One prototype was planned at Mistral 

test site near Marseille, France but status 

unknown

Turbine options 

Vertiwind/Nenuphar 1MW

Track record 

None

DEPLOYMENT
N/A

200m

N/A

1

N/A

Around 2006

VITAL STATISTICS

Main dimensions

Max. water depth

Max. wave height

Turbines per unit

Prototype

Introduction

24

2O21

17 June 2021

Key characteristics

‘Lightweight’ welded-steel floater structure comprising an upper central column with 

flange for turbine mounting. Top section incorporates platform and access system. Lower 

hull subdivided in four 90-degree interspaced pontoons. Full-redundant design through 

two tendons per pontoon. Vertical-load piles set in seabed. 

Product notes

1. Tension leg platform demo developed by Spain’s Iberdrola Ingenieria y Construcción.

2. Demonstrator 2016-18, commercial 2019-20.

3. Scaled 1:35 2MW TLPWIND and 1:40 5MW TLPWIND designs basin-tested in Spain in 

2012 and 2013 (pictured). 1:36 model tested at the University of Strathclyde in 2016.

4.  Operational and survival conditions were simulated during basin tests plus towing 

operations under several wave and tow speed conditions.

5.  Transport and installation systems include a reusable floater system and a U-shaped 

barge.
6.  TLPWIND capex (€/MW) breakdown for 400MW wind farm (80x5MW): floater structure 

44%, turbine 37%, engineering 11%, installation 8%.

Iberdrola TLPWIND

Projects
None

Turbine options 

N/A

Track record 

None

DEPLOYMENT
N/A

30m to 200m

N/A

1

None

2014

VITAL STATISTICS

Main dimensions

Max. water depth

Max. wave height

Turbines per unit

Prototype

Introduction
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www.ode-ltd.co.uk

info@ode-ltd.co.uk
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20GW onshore pipeline a
‘must to hit 2030 target’

CPPA players
need clarity 
on grid risks

Planning efficiency essential for the North

0515 April 2021LiVE @ WEI 2021

A market for corporate 
power purchase agreements 
could develop in Ireland but 
companies need to be aware 
of the grid risks, WEI 2021 has 
heard.

“If people want to do it 
they will do it and I think the 
environment is there for 
making those investments by 
large corporate entities,” said 
Eirgrid head of future markets 
Jonathan O’Sullivan.

However, some of the 
risks of investing in CPPAs in 
Ireland need to be clarified, 
with two in particular out of 
their control, he said. 

The first relates to whether 
the power system will be 
operated in real time up 
to 100% renewables and, 
second, what network access 
will the CPPA investor actually 
have.

“To drive investment you 
don’t have to mitigate all the 
risk... but you have to identify 
when the risk will be cleared,” 
O’Sullivan said.

Time is of the essence 
if Northern Ireland is to 
deliver the onshore wind 
projects needed to meet the 
province’s 2030 renewables 
goals, according to ABO Wind 
NI director Tamasin Fraser. 

She told delegates the 
company is not looking for 
wholesale transformation of 
the planning system.

“We need simple but 
effective changes that focus 

on key areas of policymaking 
and development management 
that can support and accelerate 
the clean energy transition

“Collaboration is the key, 
not only between executive 
departments but between 
central and local government,” 
she added.

Fraser said the North could 
have the most ambitious 
clean energy target in the 
world but without aligning 

strategic energy ambitions 
with the planning policy 
needed to make it happen, 
the targets will not be met.

She also said that 
policy needs to be applied 
consistently with an efficient, 
streamlined decision-making 
process.

Currently, projects can 
take from two to sometimes 
10 years to get through the 
planning process, she added.

Ireland needs to have at 
least 20GW of onshore wind 
in the pipeline now if it is to 
deliver the additional 4GW of 
capacity required to meet the 

country’s 
8.2GW 
target in 
2030, WEI 
2021 has 
heard.

Brian 
Keville (left), 

environmental director at 
consultancy MKO, said even 
taking an optimistic view only 
2GW will make it through the 
planning process for every 
10GW proposed. 

“That means 20GW of area, 
space or land suitable that 
have the necessary favourable 
planning supports required to 
deliver the 4GW.”

Keville said a gap needs to 
be bridged between energy 

and planning policies to meet 
Ireland’s onshore renewables 
goals.

Currently there is one set of 
national energy policies that 
are being translated across 31 
local authority planning areas.

“It’s just not working 
because it would be a miracle 
to get a consistent translation 
across 31 areas,” he added.

Keville said the country’s 
Renewable Electricity Policy 

& Development Framework 
should incorporate the three 
regions of Ireland — Northern 
& Western, Southern, and 
Eastern & Midland — that are 
already working on renewable 
energy strategies.

“They will allow you 
to adopt a standardised 
approach across just three 
regions instead of having to 
roll it out over 31,” he said.

Screengrab: renews

IN BRIEF
n The electricity market is likely to 
need fundamental change as ever 
higher levels of renewables come 
online, ESRI senior research officer 
Muireann Lynch told WEI 2021.

n Constraints and curtailment are 
some of the biggest challenges and 
risks facing developers, said TNEI 
Ireland director Dearbhla O’Brien.

renews.biz

Climate change
challenge calls
for policymakers
to show courage

Glasgow to
go all out 
for net zero

0316 May 2019LiVE @ ALL-ENERGY 2019

Find out more

RES swoops
in for O&M
package deal

BELLE OF THE BALL: SSE Renewables’ newly-completed 
588MW Beatrice offshore wind farm (above) has helped 
secure new jobs and growth for the Scottish and UK 
economies, according to managing director Jim Smith. 
The last of 84 Siemens Gamesa 7MW turbines was 
commissioned 13km off Caithness on day one of All-
Energy. “Contracts were placed... across the supply chain 
resulting in a £1.1bn-plus construction spend in the UK 
with around half of this in Scotland,” said Smith. Photo: BOWL

RES has taken over operations 
and maintenance contracts 
for six onshore wind farms 
from Ainscough Wind Energy 
Services.

The agreement covers the 
26MW Altahullion, 11.7MW 
Altahullion 2 and 7.8MW 
Lough Hill in Northern Ireland, 
the 5.5MW Dyffryn Brodyn 
in Wales, and 4.5MW Four 
Burrows and 230kW Beaufort 
Court in England.

RES, which announced the 
deal at All-Energy 2019, said 
the agreement would secure 
nine rural jobs. 

Support services director 
Ian Hunter said: “We plan 
to use this acquisition as a 
springboard to significantly 
grow our O&M business. 

“Along with these five-year 
contracts we have acquired 
an excellent team of skilled 
technicians based in key areas 
around the UK.”

ScottishPower and Glasgow 
City Council have unveiled 
plans at All-Energy to 
transform the city into the 
UK’s first to deliver net zero 
carbon emissions.

The company and the local 
authority will now start work 
on a range of programmes 
to ensure Scotland’s largest 
city reaches the Holyrood 
government’s net-zero-
by-2045 target.

Areas to be decarbonised 
include transport and heating, 
and continued investment 
will be made in the electricity 
grid to support the low 
carbon city, the partners 
said. Another area of focus 
over the next 10 years will be 
electric vehicles.

ScottishPower chief 
executive Keith Anderson 
said: “Scotland has rightly put 
itself at the top of the race to 
become net zero quicker than 
other places round the world. 

“To succeed, our biggest 
city has to be the most 
ambitious and progressive in 
removing carbon emissions,” 
he added.

Policymakers will need to 
exhibit huge ambition if the 
UK is to meet the Committee 
on Climate Change 2050 net 
zero emissions target, All-
Energy 2019 has heard.

Setting a course for a series 
of major changes, including 
a quadrupling of renewables 
over the next four decades, 
will require “courage” from 
politicians, according to CCC 
chief executive Chris Stark.

Governments and officials 
must rise to the challenges 
now while a “bold response” 
from industry is also needed, 
he told delegates on day one 
in Glasgow.

Stark said existing UK 
and Scottish energy policies 
must be delivered in full as a 
starting point.

A “proper strategy” to 
decarbonise heat and work 
on carbon capture and 
storage, which will be an 
“essential component” to 
cutting emissions, are among 
the new efforts required, he 
said.

Stark said no “unicorns” 
are needed to meet the 
challenges laid out in the 
report as the technology 

already exists. The dramatic 
and ongoing cost reductions 
across the energy and 
transport sectors also mean 
that the targets are within 
reach, he added.

Scotland First Minister 
Nicola Sturgeon meanwhile 
called on London to accept 
the CCC’s advice on achieving 
net zero emissions and is 
“optimistic” that will happen.

The Holyrood government 
has already accepted the 
recommendations that the 
country hit the goal by 2045, 
five years earlier than the rest 
of the UK.

“Scotland is not just 
maintaining its status as 
a world leader in climate 
change, it is redefining what it 
means to be a world leader,” 
she said.

“My pledge is that Scotland 
will fully play our part to 
do everything we can to 
support the low carbon and 
renewables sector.

“Working with you we 
will take the action to make 
Scotland a net zero emissions 
country and ensure Scotland 
remains at the forefront of 
the climate change fight.”
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A consortium of European 
and Asian developers has 
pledged to set up a £100m 
fund to invest directly into 
the Scottish supply chain if 
bids in the 10GW ScotWind 
development rights race are 
successful.

UK player SSE Renewables, 
Japanese conglomerate 
Marubeni and Denmark’s 
Copenhagen Infrastructure 
Partners believe the backing 
will unlock an around 50% 
local content target for their 
projects.

The consortium, which has 
submitted several bids in the 
leasing exercise, is targeting 
the fund at existing offshore 
wind supply chain companies 
in Scotland with the aim of 
establishing new facilities. The 

spending will also focus on 
port upgrades as well as other 
Scottish businesses, including 
those looking to pivot to 
renewables from oil and gas, 
according to SSE Renewables 

director of capital projects 
Paul Cooley, who will speak 
during Building the supply 
chain of tomorrow at 16:10 on 
Day 1 of GOW 2021.

Marubeni Offshore Wind 
chief executive Hisafumi 
Manabe said the company 
has been working with 
existing sector suppliers in 
Asia to explore new facilities 
in Scotland.

The consortium, which 
estimates its ScotWind 
projects would contribute 
up to £15bn to the Scottish 
economy if selected, will 
unveil the initiative later today.
Scotland is expected to name 
winning ScotWind bidders 
early next year.

n  The port of Blyth in north-

Be a net zero hero
ORE Catapult chief executive Andrew 
Jamieson chairs a session on how 
cross-pollination of industries and 
technologies could help to deliver 
net zero.
11:30-12:15, Platinum 1

£100m ScotWind 
supply chain prizePolicymakers must come 

good at COP26
Governments around the world 
need to back up high-level rhetorical 
support for offshore wind with firm 
action at this year’s crucial COP26 
climate summit, R-UK GOW 2021 will 
hear. p2

Stepping-stone projects 
‘road to lower floating 
wind costs’
The floating offshore wind sector is 
focused on scaling up from the current 
fleet of small-scale projects to unlock 
major cost reductions in the near-term, 
experts will tell GOW2021.  p3

Joined-up thinking a 
must for North Sea grid
Multi-country offshore meshed high-
voltage DC networks are more efficient, 
cost-competitive and environmentally 
friendly than point-to-point 
transmisson connections.  p5
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WEDNESDAY’S 
HIGHLIGHTS

Hands across the ocean
The panel, including representatives 
from TenneT and RWE Renewables, 
will discuss how to build an offshore 
grid network fit for the net zero future.
13:15-14:25, Platinum 2

Stateside briefing
Get up to speed on the burgeoning US 
offshore wind industry with key sector 
figures such as Business Network for 
Offshore Wind CEO Liz Burdock and 
NYSERDA boss Doreen Harris.
15:00-16:30, Platinum 3

Social networking
Catch up with the industry for the first 
time since lockdown with the official 
exhibitors drinks reception, sponsored 
by ScottishPower Renewables.
17:00-19:00, Exhibition Hall 
Stand 208

29 September 2021

MEET US AT 
STAND #75

GOW 21

               
Core Media Partner

Welcome to Global 
Offshore Wind 2021  p7

SPONSORED BY

Today, RWE Renewables offshore wind 
chief executive Sven Utermöhlen.  p6

THE INTERVIEW

Day 1 official highlights  p8

On your radar
Get insight into the co-existence of 
wind and aviation industries in this talk 
featuring contributions from BEIS and 
the Royal Air Force.
15:05-16:00, Platinum 1

James Fisher Renewables 
affiliate EDS has won a 
contract to deliver high-
voltage safety management 
during the commissioning 
of Iberdrola-owned Ailes 
Marines’ 496MW Saint-Brieuc 
wind farm off north France.

Under the agreement, to 
be announced later today 
on the eve of GOW2021, 
EDS will be responsible for 

overseeing electrical safety for 
contractors visiting the site in 
the Channel off Brittany and 
ensuring a smooth transition 
from commissioning through 
to the operations and 
maintenance phase. 

Commissioning at Saint-
Brieuc is due to begin in the 
fourth quarter and will ramp 
up throughout 2022 ahead of 
full operations in 2023. 

EDS safety job at Saint-Brieuc east England has been selected 
by contractor Seaway 7 as the 
storage and mobilisation base 
for array cable installation at 
the 1.1GW Seagreen wind 
farm off east Scotland.

The facility has already 
started receiving lengths of 
wires into quayside storage 
tanks. In total, 12,000 tonnes 
of array cable will pass through 
the port’s Battleship Wharf 
Terminal prior to installation 
by Seaway 7 across 2022.

OIL AND GAS PIVOT: SSE’s 
Paul Cooley Photo: SSE Renewables
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Avangrid on
the hunt for
US acreage

Port lease puts 
Virginia in eye 
of wind storm

Banging the drum for US steel

0226 August 2021LiVE @ IPF2021

McAllister stands at the ready for all 
your maritime transportation needs.

can provide windfarm support, crew 
transfers and ship stores deliveries.

Let us put over 150 years of 
unsurpassed service to work for you!

Avangrid Renewables is 
eyeing more seabed acreage 
off the Northeast coast as well 
as in the Gulf of Mexico and 
offshore California.

The Iberdrola-owned 
developer plans to bid for 
New York Bight leases, 
offshore wind VP Bill White 
said on the sidelines of the IPF 
2021 conference. 

“We will compete into 
that opportunity,” he said, 
adding: “We will be very 
actively looking at West Coast 
(opportunities).”

Avangrid has responded to 
the Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management’s June request 
for information on potential 
development in the Gulf of 
Mexico, White reported. 

It said that the least 

conflicted areas off Texas and 
Louisiana also have existing 
infrastructure, workers, 
vessels and heavy capacity 
ports that could service the 
offshore wind industry. 

The developer also has 
non-disclosure agreements 
with five companies seriously 
considering building Jones 
Act-compliant installation 
vessels, said White.  

Meanwhile, Avangrid is 
talking with all the major 
utilities and governments in 
North Carolina and Virginia 
about potential off-take 
agreements for its planned 
2.5GW Kitty Hawk wind farm, 
and is preparing to enter 
permitting. “We believe 
offshore wind is inevitable in 
the mid-Atlantic,” White said.

A deal for Dominion Energy 
to use the Port of Virginia for 
component marshalling will 
position the East Coast state 
as an offshore wind hub, IPF 
2021 has heard.

“Virginia continues to focus 
our efforts on the… industry,” 
Governor Ralph Northam told 
delegates.

Port authorities are leasing 
a portion of the Portsmouth 
Marine Terminal to Dominion 
to support its 2.6GW Coastal 
Virginia Offshore Wind project.

Some 72 acres of the deep-
water, multi-use cargo facility 
will be used as a staging 
and pre-assembly area for 
foundations and turbines 
to be installed 27 miles off 
Virginia Beach.

The state is also looking at 
other actions to support the 
nascent industry including 
increasing water and rail port 
access, collaborating with 
North Carolina and Maryland, 
and enhancing the permitting 
process and training its 
workforce, Northam said.

Developers must help the 
domestic steel industry they 
will be relying on for their 
wind farms, IPF 2021 has 
heard.

Millions of tons of the 
metal will be needed for 
foundations and there is no 
reason that American mills 
cannot meet that demand, 
US Wind CEO Jeff Grybowski 
told delegates via video call 
(pictured).

There are numerous 
proposals for US steel 
manufacturing capacity 
expansions to supply offshore 
wind construction along the 

East Coast and US Wind is 
in discussions with global 
steel fabrication technology 
companies, he added.

As the domestic 
manfacturing supply chain 
advances, the resulting extra 
jobs will create more support 
for the offshore wind industry 
in general, Grybowski said. 

US Wind has put forward 
a proposal in Maryland to 
revive a former steelmaking 
property that could supply 
its and others’ projects. “Our 
industry can help create a 
new future for that site,” he 
added. Photo: renews
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COP26 fix
Ex-BEIS Secretary Alok Sharma, who 

is now COP26 President, will outline 

the key priorities for the coming 

global climate summit. Climate action 

champion Nigel Topping will set out 

why the race to zero campaign is 

relevant to the offshore wind industry.

09:15-09:45, Platinum 1

Offshore ace card 
in net zero mission

Free market ‘better than 
CfD for long-term growth’
The Contracts for Difference regime 

may need to be scrapped to allow 

offshore wind to hit its future 

expansion targets, GOW 2021 has 

heard.  p2

Vestas search on for lighter 
turbine components
Vestas is examining a new lightweight 

design for its offshore turbines, GOW 

2021 has heard.  p3

LiVE @ GLOBAL OFFSHORE WIND 2021

THURSDAY’S 
HIGHLIGHTS

Far East floaters
Hear floating offshore wind market 

updates for Taiwan and the Philippines 

as well as further insight on how the 

technology is scaling up in Asia-Pacific.

11:15-12:30, Platinum 3

Banking on offshore

This session will launch the World 

Bank Group’s flagship offshore wind 

report, which aims to help government 

officials in emerging markets to answer 

the question: ‘What do we need to do 

to successfully develop offshore wind?’

12:45-13:15, Platinum 3

Just Transition
Session speakers including Aker 

Solutions EVP Renewables Stephen 

Bull discuss how to ensure local 

communities are not left behind in the 

transition to a low-carbon economy.

13:30-14:30, Platinum 1

30 September 2021
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Worker training on 
critical list for sector  p6
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Today, SSE Renewables bid director 

Michelle Gallagher.  p7

THE INTERVIEW

Day 2 official highlights  p8

Hybrid generation key 
asset in net zero toolbox
Complementing large-scale offshore 

wind and other renewable power 

generation with different technologies 

is key to reaching net zero, R-UK GOW 

2021 has heard.  p5

Hydrogen fliers
Robert Duncalf, Orsted head of UK and 

US strategic projects, hydrogen, and 

other experts examine the economics 

of green hydrogen and how it can 

become the fuel choice of the future. 

15:00-16:00, Platinum 2

Offshore wind has a starring 

role to play as the UK strives 

to reach net zero, according 

to newly-appointed Energy 

Minster Greg Hands.

Making his first major 

address in his new role at 

GOW 2021, Hands said: 

“We are now only 32 days 

away from the start of 

COP26 where we will look to 

accelerate global action to 

tackle the climate crisis, and 

it is no exaggeration to say 

that offshore wind will be a 

linchpin in our efforts to reach 

net zero.”
He told delegates he has 

been a long-time supporter 

of the sector, pushing the 

parameters of the Contracts 

for Difference process in 

favour of the industry when 

he was Chief Secretary to the 

Treasury in 2015. 

In his previous role as 

Trade Minister, Hands said 

he had “always pushed the 

sector’s export capability 

whether in Taiwan, Korea and 

Vietnam or elsewhere around 

the world”. 
The minister also 

highlighted the progress 

being made by the UK 

government and industry on 

the challenges thrown up 

LONG-TIME SUPPORTER: 

Energy Minster Greg Hands 

speaking at GOW 2021
Photo: RenewableUK

by aviation, which will be the 

subject of new guidance. “This 

will inform projects in this 

year’s CfD round,” he said. 

Hands added he recognises 

the need to put the right 

infrastructure in place to 

support the scaling up of 

offshore wind. However, 

it is important to get local 

communities on board so 

they can see the benefits 

development can bring. 

“Long-term, we are moving 

towards a more strategic 

approach,” he explained. 

To start the process, the 

government launched a 

consultation this week on how 

to minimise the impact of 

the roll-out of offshore wind 

on local communities and 

the environment. Responses 

will be used to inform future 

policies for both floating and 

fixed-bottom projects. 

Opening GOW 2021, 

meanwhile, RenewableUK 

chief executive Dan McGrail 

said the offshore wind 

industry has a critical role to 

play in the energy transition. 

He told delegates on 

Day 1 of the London event: 

“We have a vital job to do in 

delivering the green recovery. 

Offshore wind can be the 

backbone of a clean and 

effective energy system.”

McGrail said the industry 

and government have been 

in discussions about how 

to boost generation in the 

country, particularly focusing 

on the need to do more in 

future CfD auctions. 

“In offshore wind we know 

how to scale up. It is in our 

DNA,” he said. “We have got 

that support and ambition 

from government. Now it is up 

to us to deliver.”

However, in order to 

meet targets in the next 10 

years, investment needs to 

be supported and a “next-

generation grid” has to be 

delivered, he added. 
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Shell wants to
be kingpin in
Gulf of Mexico

Unveiling for US offshore workforcetraining and development program

0224 August 2021

LiVE @ IPF2021

McAllister stands at the ready for all your maritime transportation needs.

can provide windfarm support, crew transfers and ship stores deliveries.
Let us put over 150 years of unsurpassed service to work for you!

Shell is looking to become the 
largest offshore wind lease 
holder in the Gulf of Mexico, 
an executive told renews.

The oil and gas giant is 
actively pursuing acreage off 
the US south coast, said Ruth 
Perry, business environment 
advisor for offshore wind at 
Shell Renewables and Energy 
Solutions.

The company, which was 
recently awarded 1.6GW of 
capacity off New Jersey as 
part of the Atlantic Shores 
partnership, is also eying 
floating potential in California.

The company sees itself 
playing a lead role in offshore 
wind as it has in global oil and 
gas, she added.

“For Shell, we see this 
as one of our top energy 
transition portfolios,” said 
Perry, who is due to give 
remarks as part of a panel 

discussing the integration of 
science and policy scheduled 
for 1pm Wednesday. 

During the panel she will 
discuss the how the United 
Nations Decade of Ocean 
Science for Sustainable 
Development, a 2021-30 
initiative designed to reverse 
ocean health decline, relates 
to the domestic and global 
offshore wind industry. 

She will also focus on 
research and data collection 
in light of concerns among 
stakeholders, such as 
fishermen, in areas that have 
yet to experience energy 
infrastructure development.

“Stakeholders and 
ocean users can work 
together on science, policy 
and management in a 
collaborative way that benefits 
the nation,” she said ahead of 
IPF 2021.

Florida-based Crowley Maritime 
and the Massachusetts 
Maritime Academy are aiming 
to help fill the gap in the US 
offshore wind workforce with 
a first-of-its-kind training and 
development program, the 
companies will announce at 
IPF 2021

Targeted specifically at 
the New England region, the 
Global Wind Organization-
certified program will include 
sea safety and survival 
training. 

The academy will 
coordinate with Relyon Nutec, 
a provider of specialized 
instruction for the energy and 
industrial sectors, to deliver 
the courses. 

Crowley Maritime is in 
addition exploring the 
limitations around feeder-
based logistics in the offshore 
wind sector. 

Vice president Bruce 
Harland, who is due to speak 
about the topic during an IPF 
panel 2:30pm Wednesday, 
said the work comes under 
the National Offshore Wind 
Research and Development 

Consortium, which will be 
discussed during conference.

Crowley Maritime has been 
studying tie-up solutions and 
has advanced a concept for 
a floating feeder service that 
uses existing US tugs and 
barges.

n  Belgian service provider 
Manora Logistics has 
established its first office 
in the US, in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, the company will 
announce at IPF 2021.

“Manora is excited to 
leverage this expertise to 
help develop the US offshore 
wind market, de-risk transport 
operations, ensure projects 
are delivered per determined 
quality requirements and 
prevent cost overruns,” it said

n  Temporary power generation 
equipment supplier Aggreko 
is looking to expand its 
footprint in the US, the 
company said at IPF. “Aggreko 
looks forward to partnering 
with current customers and 
forging relationships with new 
market leaders.” 

Subsea equipment provider 
DeepWater Buoyancy has 
signed a memorandum of 
understanding with Tekmar 
Group focused on the 
emerging floating offshore 
wind market. 

The companies aim to 
add value via geotechnical 
assessment and engineering 
analysis, cable and mooring 
system design, cable 
protection and stabilization 
solutions, cable buoyancy 
and mooring line buoyancy. 

The partnership also aims 
to strengthen Tekmar’s 
presence and manufacturing 
capability in the US fixed 
offshore wind market 
and provides DeepWater 
with greater access to the 
European market. 

“The partnership supports 
Tekmar Group’s ambition 
for the global floating wind 
market and the US fixed 
offshore wind market,” said 
Tekmar group sales director 
Gary Howland.

New team to 
target floating 
wind market

Eirgrid and Dublin plot to 
keep the power flowing

Onshore and offshore pipeline reaches 25GW

0213 April 2021

LiVE @ WEI 2021

FOR IRELAND’S  

7% TARGET
WE’RE 100% READY

We’re ready to deliver the offshore 

wind needed to help hit our national 

annual 7% carbon reduction target.

sserenewables.com

Irish developers have 

amassed an onshore wind 

farm pipeline of 10GW, 

according to the latest Wind 

Energy Ireland figures.

Acting chief executive Noel 

Cunniffe told delegates at the 

group’s annual conference 

that the majority of the 

projects are in early-stage 

development.
The figures, based on the 

latest survey of WEI members, 

show around 1GW of sites are 

awaiting planning decisions 

while a further 1.7GW have 

consent.
Some 700MW of the latter 

already have routes to market 

through corporate power 

purchase agreements or last 

year’s RESS-1 auction.

The research shows 

there is enough capacity 

being developed to hit the 

government’s target of having 

8.2GW online by 2030, said 

the WEI man.
Meanwhile, more than 

22GW of offshore projects 

are now in development, 

the majority of which are 

fixed-foundation schemes, 

according to the figures.

Cunniffe estimated that 

this equates to around 15GW 

of capacity once overlapping 

project boundaries are 

resolved.
The acting WEI boss urged 

developers to advance as 

many projects as possible 

as there will also be further 

attrition in the planning 

process. As much capacity 

as possible is needed to 

ensure there is competition in 

upcoming RESS auctions.

Eirgrid is working with the 

Irish government to put in 

place a new policy framework 

to deal with surging power 

demand and the need for 

more renewables, Wind 

Energy Ireland 2021 has 

heard.
The system operator’s chief 

executive Mark Foley (pictured) 

told delegates the effort, 

which includes collaboration 

with energy regulator CRU, is 

focused on dealing with the 

uptick in demand from power-

hungry data centres, which 

are due to come on stream in 

the coming years.

Eirgrid is “engaged deeply” 

with officials to ensure there 

is no disruption to supply in 

the near and medium term.

Foley said the Irish system 

was “extremely tight” over the 

winter due to power plants 

going offline and weather 

patterns. Recent blackouts 

in Texas are a “frightening 

example” of what can go 

wrong.
“Nothing would do more 

damage to ambitions than 

for the lights to go out and 

people to be pointing the 

fingers at renewables for 

being the reason,” he added.

Foley meanwhile said he 

is confident about delivering 

70% renewables by 2030 

thanks mainly to the track 

record of delivery across 

the energy sector. New 

data show green electricity 

hit 43% of supply in 2020, 

beating the government’s 40% 

target. Foley said this was 

a “staggering” result for the 

country.
The Eirgrid boss meanwhile 

said the system operator will 

have to “massively increase” 

its performance to deliver 

10GW of new renewables 

connections in this decade 

to unlock the 2030 targets.

The company has made a 

strong start to this with more 

than 120 connection offers 

processed last year for over 

1GW of renewables projects.

However, Foley warned that 

Covid-19 complications mean 

its infrastructure construction 

programme is not progressing 

at full tilt.
He welcomed the 

government’s plan for a 

gradual reopening of the 

economy, which should allow 

the pace of building work to 

pick up.  Photo: Eirgrid
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ONLINE ADVERTISING 062022 Media Pack

With the exception of listings, there 
can be 3 advertisers on each online 
position at any one time. Each advert 
will have an equal share of visibility.
Accepted files: 
Jpeg, png, gif or animated gif. 
Between 72-96 dpi and in full colour.

ROTATIONS & 
FORMAT

Get your brand in front of the 
industry heavy hitters and 
connect directly with potential 
customers across the global 
renewables sector. 

reNEWS.BIZ provides up-
to-the-minute coverage of the 
renewable energy sector. An 

advert on the dynamic website 
will place you in front of your 
competitors, showcasing your 
company’s services within the 
industry.

With thousands of unique 
users coming to our site 
every month, this really is 

the best place to be 
seen by your target 
market – from offshore 
wind to solar we have it 
covered! 

You can choose to 
advertise on our homepage 
or a sector specific page.

Join the go-to source for 
breaking industry news

DON’T MISS OUT! 106,000 
monthly average unique users* 

(*latest 12 months, source: Google Analytics)

DESKTOP & MOBILE Advert Data
ADVERTISING 
POSITION

DESKTOP
(width x depth in pixels)

MOBILE
(width x depth in pixels)

Marquee 728 x 300 px 300 x 250 px
Leaderboard 960 x 90 px 320 x 80 px
Middle Banner 728 x 110 px 320 x 80 px
MPU 300 x 250 px 300 x 250 px
Skyscraper 160 x 600 px 300 x 250 px
Story Banner 500 x 100 px 320 x 80 px
Listing 225 x 85 px 225 x 85 px

DESKTOP & MOBILE Advertising Rates
ADVERTISING 
POSITION
(see sizes for desktop & 
mobile ads below)

HOMEPAGE OFFSHORE 
WIND PAGE

ONSHORE 
WIND PAGE

‘OTHER’ PAGES 
(Wave & Tidal, Solar, 
Energy Storage, Grid, 
Finance, Hydro, People)

EVENTS PAGE JOBS PAGE

Marquee £2,050 / €2,445 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Leaderboard £1,900 / €2,270 £1,385 / €1,665 £920 / €1,115 £410 / €515 £540 / €665 £205 / €270
Middle Banner £1,385 / €1,665 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
MPU £1,100 / €1,325 £1,385 / €1,665 £510 / €630 £305 / €390 £540 / €665 £205 / €270
Skyscraper £835 / €1,050 £1,050 / €1,265 £410 / €515 £305 / €390 £540 / €665 £205 / €270
Story Banner N/A £835 / €1,050 £410 / €515 £205 / €270 N/A N/A
Listing N/A N/A N/A N/A £540 / €665 £205 / €270

All below advertising spaces are sold on a 30 day basis 
with the exception of listings on the jobs pages which are for 60 days.

Leaderboard

MPUMiddle Banner

Marquee
MPU

Leaderboard

MPU

Sk
ys

cr
ap

er

Story Banner

Listing
Listing
Listing
Listing
Listing

Please send your ad 
by email directly to 
your sales contact

https://renews.biz
https://renews.biz/contact/#sales


The reNEWS.BIZ Daily 
Newsletters keep recipients 
up-to-date 5 days a week. 

Choose from 10 different 
email newsletters which 
cover various sectors. 
Advertising is offered in 

either leaderboard or MPU 
format (see example). 

Push your brand out to 
thousands of eager recipients 
a month with the reNEWS.
BIZ Daily Newsletters at 
competitive costs!

DAILY EMAIL NEWSLETTERS 072022 Media Pack

Advertising Data / Rates
Newsletter sector Duration 

– 1 month
Cost 
(exc. VAT)

All News Working days £549 €675

Offshore Wind News Working days £549 €675

Onshore Wind News Working days £449 €560

UK News Working days £449 €560

Wave & Tidal News Working days £349 €440

Solar News Working days £349 €440

Energy Storage Working days £349 €440

Finance News Working days £349 €440

Europe News Working days £349 €440

Americas News Working days £349 €440

‘Served before 
breakfast in an 
easy to digest 
format’

The benefits of advertising on the 
ten different reNEWS.BIZ Daily 
Newsletters include:

n  Premium Leader-board positions 
at both the top and bottom of the 
newsletters

n  Three MPU inserts situated 
amongst the news items

n  Competitive rates

n  Newsletters sent early morning 
(all newsletters set from 2am) ready 
in the recipient’s inbox for breakfast

n  Newsletters are sent out five 
working days a week, all year round

n The newsletters are an opt-in 
service for a specific readership 
– this is not a bulk bought list

n  All fresh news from the previous 
day in bite-sized chunks. 

FEATURES

Daily Newsletter leaderboard 
dimensions are: 320 pixels wide x 80 
pixels deep. MPUs are standard size 
– 300 pixels wide x 250 pixels deep.
Accepted files: Jpeg, png, gif or 
animated gif.

Please advise us of the URL you 
would like the advert to link to. 

DIMENSIONS & FORMAT

“My day would be                  
incomplete without the 

daily newsletters for 
offshore wind – served 
before breakfast each 

morning in an easy 
to digest and most 

informative format” 

“reNEWS daily 
newsletters 

keep the company on 
top of any breaking 

news – they are bite-
sized  golden nuggets 
of information often 

delivered ahead of any 
other media outlet”

Leaderboard

MPU
BE SEEN FIRST WITH OUR 

DAILY NEWSLETTER SERVICE 
ACROSS ALL DEVICES

Please send your ad 
by email directly to 
your sales contact

https://renews.biz
https://renews.biz/contact/#sales


COMPANY PROFILES 08

Join the growing list of 
companies benefitting from 
the extra exposure provided 
by our Company Profiles page. 

This fantastic service 
provides organisations the 
platform to promote company 

Reach your target 
audience through 
our web traffic!

2022 Media Pack

progress, contact details 
and range of services to our 
reNEWS.BIZ readers.

Each Profile is linked to 
reNEWS coverage of your 
company, so positive news 
stories from the past are easily 

accessible to prospective 
customers.

And with all these benefits 
available to you for an annual 
cost of just £599+VAT (€735), 
can you really afford to miss 
out?

DON’T MISS OUT!
Promote your company to our 106,000 

monthly average unique users* each month 
for just £599+VAT (€735) per year

(*latest 12 months, source: Google Analytics)

n  300 word biography, plus image 		
	 and headline
n  Company name and logo
n  Social media page icons and links 		
	 (if applicable)
n  Office address and location
n  Telephone numbers
n  One click email and website 		
	 addresses
n  Company video (dependent on 		
	 format)

n  Latest five stories that your 
company has had on reNEWS.BIZ will 
be listed on your page, to the left of 
your biography

n As well as a link to the company 
Profiles page from the top of our 
Homepage, your company logo will 
also be on a scrolling banner link 
towards the bottom of our Homepage, 
and on the Profiles front page

FEATURES
This unique marketing package will benefit your company in many ways, 
including:

https://renews.biz
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Book smart with 
our package deals
Premium newsletter/
reNEWS.BIZ offers
reNEWS have a number of 
great advertising options 
available to promote your 
brand throughout the 
year. We’ve prepared a few 
advertising packages here 
which offer great exposure 
and value for money!

3 half-page inserts 
in reNEWS Premium 
newsletter

3 months leaderboard 
on reNEWS.BIZ 
offshore wind page

Package 
price 
with 
discount = 
£6,200 + vat 

12 large box inserts 
in reNEWS Premium 
newsletter

12 months company 
profile on reNEWS.BIZ

Package 
price 
with 
discount = 
£6,400 + vat 

PACKAGE 3

PACKAGE 4

3 quarter-page inserts 
in reNEWS Premium 
newsletter

3 months MPU 
on reNEWS.BIZ 
homepage

Package 
price 
with 
discount = 
£4,600 + vat 

PACKAGE 2
12 small box inserts 
in reNEWS Premium 
newsletter

12 months company 
profile on reNEWS.BIZ

Package 
price 
with 
discount = 
£4,400 + vat 

PACKAGE 1

SAVE 
over 

£600!
SAVE 
over 

£800!
SAVE 
over 

£1,100!

SAVE 
over 

£1,200!

6 half-page inserts 
in reNEWS Premium 
newsletter

6 months leaderboard 
on reNEWS.BIZ 
offshore wind page

12 months company 
profile on reNEWS.BIZ

Package 
price 
with 
discount = 
£11,800 + vat 

PACKAGE 6
6 quarter-page inserts 
in reNEWS Premium 
newsletter

6 months MPU 
on reNEWS.BIZ 
homepage

12 months company 
profile on reNEWS.BIZ

Package 
price 
with 
discount = 
£8,800 + vat 

PACKAGE 5

SAVE 
over 

£2,500!
SAVE 
over 

£3,400!

4 quarter-page inserts 
in reNEWS Premium 
newsletter

2 quarter-page inserts 
in annual special 
reports of your choice

Package 
price 
with 
discount = 
£3,600 + vat 

PACKAGE 7

SAVE 
over 

£600!

4 half-page inserts 
in reNEWS Premium 
newsletter

2 half-page inserts in 
annual special reports 
of your choice

Package 
price 
with 
discount = 
£5,400 + vat 

PACKAGE 8

SAVE 
over 

£900!

Premium newsletter/
special report offers
Perhaps you would like to 
raise your profile in a specific 
sector or region? Our special 
report packages offer the 
chance to do just that along 
with also taking advantage 
of advertising in the regular 
fortnightly reNEWS editions.

2022 SPECIAL REPORTS
March: Scotland
June: OTY
July: Ireland
September: European Solar
November: Global Offshore Wind

Orsted cable 
protection red 
alert at UK trio

Steady return
to work for
Merkur units

OFFSHORE 0219 August 2021
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OFFSHORE WIND 
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Contact details
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Make Hutchinson 
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Orsted has identified the first 
batch of UK offshore wind 
farms in need of “urgent” 
repairs to cable protection 
systems.

The remedial work is 
required to avoid generation 
losses and future large-scale 
array wire replacement, it 
added.

The developer said it 
must address “degradation” 
of equipment on around 
150 foundations “as soon 
as possible” at the 659MW 
Walney and 258MW Burbo 
Bank extension projects in 
the Irish Sea and the 210MW 
Westermost Rough in the 
North Sea 

Orsted has told marine 
authorities the issue is 
present at almost all 
foundation locations at the 
three wind farms.

This is the first time it has 
identified specific projects 
after revealing earlier this 
year it will spend up to €400m 
to address the issue at 10 
affected developments. 

Damage was first reported 
at the 573MW Race Bank off 
north Norfolk.

The company has 
outlined four categories of 

degradation, the worst of 
which comprises structural 
damage or missing 
components leaving cables 
exposed. 

Orsted wants to install rock 
and rock bags to stabilise 
the protection kit, which it 
said is expected to minimise 
the likelihood of future cable 
replacement.

The developer believes sea 
floor currents are dragging 
CPS equipment across the 
seabed, which is damaging 
wire coverings.

“Continued degradation 
of the inter-array cables will 
occur (which could result 
in power transmission loss 
and subsequent emergency 
cable repairs) unless remedial 
action through stabilisation of 
the existing CPS is conducted 
as soon as possible,” Orsted 
told authorities in a permit 
application for the Walney 
Extension.

The company wants to 
begin the campaign at all 
three sites in late summer 
and said the operation will 
have minimal environmental 
impact. Up to three vessels, 
including a fall-pipe ship, will 
be required. 

Merkur Offshore is restarting 
turbines gradually at its 
396MW Merkur wind farm in 
the German North Sea.

Manufacturer GE is working 
with the owner and local 
authorities as part of a two-
phase patch-up and full-fix 
campaign after discovering 
stress fatigue on the helihoist 
on some of the 66 Haliade 
6MW units earlier this year.

Investor TRIG, which holds 
a 25% stake, told renews GE 
spotted the fatigue on a 
“handful” of turbines during 
routine maintenance. Output 
was paused across the entire 
wind farm as a precaution.

Welding to “improve 
structural integrity” will be 
carried out. The turbines 
will be turned back on once 
that work is completed and 
each unit is deemed safe by 
German officials, according to 
TRIG. A permanent solution is 
to be devised in the “coming 
months” and implemented by 
summer 2022.

The machines are still under 
warranty with GE and provisions 
include a mechanism to 
protect lost revenue when 
they are inoperable, subject 
to a cap.

One of the four GE Haliade 
6MW turbines affected by 
stress fatigue at Orsted’s 
Block Island wind farm in 
the US is back in operation, 
leaving three still idled, it is 
understood.

IN BRIEF
n Equinor hopes to submit permit 
applications for its 1230MW Beacon 
Wind 1 project off New York State next 
year and receive approvals in 2024, 
the Offshore Technology Conference 
2021 was told.

Scott Lundin, head of permitting 
and environmental affairs at the 
Norwegian developer’s US offshoot, 
said that timeline would allow 
construction to start in 2025. Surveys 
are currently underway to refine the 
export cable route.

n The US Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management this week completed its 
environmental review of Orsted and 
Eversource’s 130MW South Fork wind 
farm off New York and Rhode Island, 
putting permitting on track to wrap up 
by early next year.

n A New Jersey solicitation seeking 
proposals to upgrade the state’s grid 
to handle offshore wind power has 
been extended by more than a month 
to 17 September. The exercise run by 
regional operator PJM Connection was 
due to close last week.

n Netherlands economic affairs 
ministry RVO is to issue a call to 
work in the second half of October 
for geophysical surveys to obtain soil 
information from sites 5 and 6 in the 
4GW IJmuiden Ver offshore wind 
zone. Both projects are expected to 
come up for tender later this decade.

n Vineyard Wind has selected Jan De 
Nul to supply and install array cables 
for the 800MW Vineyard 1 wind farm 
off Massachusetts. UK manufacturer 
JDR will fabricate the wires under a 
sub-contract with the Belgian player.

n “Multiple” developers have been 
fined for breaking Covid-19 protocols 
in Taiwan, according to the Bureau 
of Energy. “Many vessels have been 
observed doing crew rotation in 

countries such as Hong Kong, Japan, 
Malaysia or the Philippines,” said BoE 
director Chen Chung-hsien.
“This is not allowed because of the 
risk of bringing the Delta variant back 
to Taiwan.” Developers have also 
been fined for not keeping proper 
track of personnel, he added. 

n Spanish fabricator Windar has 
signed a €50m financing agreement 
with bank BBVA to enable delivery of 
50 transition pieces for Iberdrola’s 
476MW Baltic Sea wind farm in the 
German Baltic Sea.

n Developer Star of the South and 
partner Copenhagen Infrastructure 
Partners have opened public 
consultations to help shape technical 
reports for the 2.2GW Star of the 
South wind farm off the south coast of 
Victoria, Australia.

n Two transmission platform 
topsides destined for the 1.4GW 
Hornsea 2 wind farm off east England 
have sailed away from Sembcorp 
Marine’s Admiralty Yard in Singapore. 
The offshore substation and reactive 
compensation station are due to 
reach the North Sea at the end of 
September.

n MingYang has completed delivery 
of 10 MySE 3.0-135 turbines to be 
installed at the 30MW Taranto near-
shore wind farm in Italy, the Chinese 
manufacturer’s first offshore deal in 
European waters.

n LS Cable & System is to acquire the 
GL2030 cable-lay barge for use in the 
growing offshore wind sector at home 
in South Korea and abroad. 

n Harland & Wolff has received its 
first delivery of components for jacket 
foundations to be deployed at the 
Neart na Gaoithe wind farm at its 
Methil yard in Fife, Scotland.
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SSE polishes plan for
Bhlaraidh extension
in Scottish Highlands

50MW-plus play
in East Ayrshire
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Cairn Duhie deadline
plea to find radar fix

Seaway 7, the Renewables business unit of Subsea 7, is a highly 
capable and experienced partner for the delivery of fixed and 
floating offshore wind farm projects, as well as a provider of 
specialist heavy lifting and cable installation services.
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Delivering solutions for your
offshore renewables projects
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Safety Integrity Sustainability Performance Collaboration Innovation

RES Group has applied to 
delay construction of its 
consented 67MW Cairn Duhie 
wind farm in the Scottish 
Highlands in the absence of 
a radar mitigation solution at 
Inverness Airport.

Holyrood ministers gave 
the developer three years to 
build and begin operation of 
20 turbines with 110-metre 
tip heights at the site south-
east of Ferness in October 
2017. 

However, the company 
is now asking for a six-year 
window.

“This will afford the time 
needed to finalise the 

proposed solution for the 
radar mitigation requirement,” 
project manager Craig Smith 
told renews.

The Scottish government’s 
original consent order calls 
for a mitigation scheme to be 
in place before operations 
can begin at Cairn Duhie.

Following the removal 
of onshore wind subsidies, 
however, Smith said it was 
“not economically viable” for 
RES to solve the problem 
alone.

As a result it has teamed up 
with other developers as well 
as airport owner Highlands 
and Islands Airports (HIAL) 

and Scottish ministers to find 
a solution. 

While a final plan has yet 
to be put in place, “progress 
made so far has been positive 
and suggests a viable solution 
will be found”, the project 
manager added.

HIAL launched a £4m 
tender two months ago for a 
wind farm mitigation solution 
for air traffic control systems 
at Inverness Airport, seeking 
a sole technology supplier 
under a contract with a a 15-
year duration..

The developer has also 
applied to extend the 
duration of consent at Cairn 
Duhie from 30 to 32 years.

n RES has filed scoping 
documents to Scottish 
ministers for the revised 
54MW Sclenteuch wind farm 
in Waterside, East Ayrshire.

The latest layout features 
nine turbines with 200-metre 
tip heights. 

The proposal replaces an 
application on the same site 
for the Keirs Hill wind farm 
based on 17 machines with 
149-metre tips, which was 
refused at public inquiry 
eight years ago due to 
environmental concerns.

The location 3km south-
west of Patna is currently a 
mixture of sheep grazing and 
commercial forestry.

SSE Renewables has lifted 
the curtain on a redesign of 
its 100MW-plus Bhlaraidh 
extension project in the 
Scottish Highlands.

Revised plans filed to 
the Holyrood government’s 
Energy Consents Unit feature 
18 turbines, down two from 
earlier scoping proposals, 
with tip heights of up to 180 
metres.

Positioning of the machines 
on the Glenmoriston 
Estate south of Inverness 
has also been amended 
following consultation with 
environment body NatureScot 
so they are “no longer visible 
from the core path circular 
walk” at nearby Loch Affric.

Hardware will be located 
on a high plateau adjacent 
to SSE’s operational 32-unit, 
108MW Bhlaraidh wind farm 
and near the existing Livishie 
hydroelectric plant.

The latter’s infrastructure 
will be utilised to “reduce the 
footprint of the proposed 
development”, the application 
states.

There are no radar or 
aviation constraints on 

the project, located across 
1107 hectares of undulating 
moorland.

The proposed project 
is surrounded by large 
mountains and woodland to 
the north and south.

A specific turbine 
manufacturer and model 
has yet to be selected as this 
will be subject to a tendering 
exercise, SSE said. 

Access will be gained mainly 
via existing on-site access 
tracks at the original wind 
farm and hydropower plant. 
However, 10km of additional 
access tracks some 5.5 
metres wide will be required 
to connect to the proposed 
turbines.

The development will 
take around 18 months 
to construct and have an 
operational life of 50 years, 
the paperwork shows.

n SSE Renewables is to invest 
almost £50m over the next 
two years to repower the 
Tummel Bridge hydroelectric 
plant in the Highlands, 
increasing capacity from 
34MW to 40MW. 

REG Windpower and 
Falck Renewables joint 
venture Naturalis Energy 
Developments has applied 
to the Scottish government 
to build the 50MW-plus 
Knockkippen wind farm in 
East Ayrshire.

Plans call for the installation 
of 12 turbines with 180-metre 
tip heights at the site on 
former coalfields near Patna 
along with a 33kV switching 
station, a battery storage 
facility and a 15MW solar 
array.

Construction is expected to 
take 18 months. Knockkippen 
will have an operational life of 
35 years, Naturalis said. 

IN BRIEF
n GE Renewable Energy is investigating 
the cause of a blade failure on one 
of the 33 5.3MW Cypress turbines at 
the 175MW Bjorkvattnet wind farm in 
Sweden on 31 August. 

n Vestas has completed installation 
of a prototype V155-3.3MW turbine 
at the Osterild test centre in Denmark 
and first power is expected shortly. 
The unit will undergo an extensive test 
and verification programme to ensure 
reliability before serial production 
begins in the first quarter of 2022. 

n German developer Energiequelle 
has started construction of the 
29MW Takanebacken wind farm in 
Ostrobothnia, Finland, featuring five 
Nordex N163-5.7MW turbines.

n ILI Group has kicked off planning 
for the 600MW Corrievarkie pumped-
storage hydro project in the Scottish 
Highlands. 

n Ingeteam of Spain has strengthened 
its position in the UK operation 
and maintenance services sector by 
securing a new framework agreement 
with SSE Renewables in Scotland. 

n SP Energy Networks is investing 
£40m in a refurbishment project in 
East Lothian and the Scottish Borders 
to improve resilience of electricity 
supply and prepare this part of its grid 
for a low carbon future. 

n Vattenfall is seeking a Scottish 
medium voltage electrical contractor 
to connect all 50 turbines at its 
240MW South Kyle wind farm, which 
is currently under construction in the 
south-west of the country. 

n The UK has 5GW of onshore wind 
and 3GW of solar projects primed 
for the next Contracts for Difference 
round, Cornwall Insight’s renewables 
pipeline tracker shows. 
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300MW Whirlwind off 
Scotland gets grid slot 

FLOATING WIND 0823 September 2021

Paris names bid runners for 
750MW tender off Brittany

Flotation Energy has been 
offered an end-October 2029 
connection date for a 300MW 
floating wind project off 
north-east Scotland, National 
Grid documents show.

The so-called Whirlwind 
array would export power 
via Scottish Hydro Electric 
Transmission’s network, 
which serves the north of 
the country, with landfall 

expected somewhere along 
the east coast near the 400kV 
substation at New Deer, 
Aberdeenshire.

The Edinburgh-based 
developer is planning to 
deploy around 20 turbines 
each rated at up to 15MW.

Initial plans are to provide 
renewable electricity to a 
single major oil and gas 
platform in the North Sea 

The French government has 
pre-qualified bidders to build 
floating wind farms totalling 
750MW off the coast of 
Brittany in the north-west. 

The tender covers two 
sites, one of 250MW and the 
other up to 500MW, as well 
as a shared grid connection. 
Winners will be named next 
year and commissioning is 
envisaged in 2029.

The 10 candidates comprise 

Equinor; Iberdrola; Ocean 
Winds; RWE; and partnerships 
of CIP and Eni; EDF 
Renewables and Maple 
Power; Elicio and BayWa; 
Shell, EnBW subsidiary Valeco 
and Caisse des Depots et 
Consignations offshoot 
Eolien en Mer Participations; 
TotalEnergies, Green 
Investment Group and Qair; 
and WPD, Vattenfall and 
BlueFloat Energy. 

but the project could be 
expanded to power further 
platforms, chief executive 
Lord Nichol Stephen said.

A “significant” amount of 
energy will also be exported 
to the national grid, he added.

Procurement deals are “a 
long way off”, Stephen said, 
confirming the company 
aims to bid Whirlwind into 
Contracts for Difference 

IN BRIEF
n BW Ideol has signed an exclusive 
deal with Ardersier Port Authority 
for long-term access to the facility on 
Scotland’s Moray Firth. 

The parties have agreed to explore 
setting up a serial production line 
dedicated to the delivery of locally 
manufactured concrete floating wind 
foundations based on BW Ideol’s 
damping pool technology. 

The pact unlocks “the bottleneck 
of port infrastructure availability 
in Scotland“, the company said. A 
dredging programme at what is the 
UK’s largest brownfield port will kick 
off next month. 

n Partners in the EU Horizon 
2020-funded Flotant joint industry 
project have completed validation of 
an innovative dynamic power cable 
concept for a hybrid concrete-plastic 
floating wind farm to be deployed 
in waters up to 600 metres deep. 
Hellenic Cables and German 
technology institute ITA handled the 
design and engineering of braided 
armour for the lines. 

Other Flotant consortium 
members include Innosea, part of 
AqualisBraemar LOC Group, and the 

UK’s University of Exeter. Their brief 
also covers innovative solutions for 
anchoring and mooring systems. 

n Offshore Renewable Energy 
Catapult’s new Industrial 
Leadership: Unlocking the UK’s Floating 
Wind Potential report summarises the 
industry’s current status, progress 
towards commercialisation and the 
key enabling actions required to 
maximise the economic opportunity 
for the country from its continued 
development.

The study was published by ORE 
Catapult’s Floating Offshore Wind 
Centre of Excellence in partnership 
with trade bodies RenewableUK and 
Scottish Renewables.    

n A new Celtic Sea Cluster, led by 
the Welsh government and Cornwall 
& Isles of Scilly Local Enterprise 
Partnership and including Marine 
Energy Wales, Offshore Renewable 
Energy Catapult and Celtic Sea Power, 
has been established to accelerate 
offshore wind deployment in the 
region with the aim of generating 
more than £43bn in gross added 
value by 2050.
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auction rounds “as early 
as possible” with current 
ambitions targeted at 2023.

n Norwegian energy company 
Statkraft is to buy all the 
output from the 50MW 
Kincardine floating wind 
farm off Scotland under a 
long-term power purchase 
agreement. 

The deal, with Kincardine 
Offshore Windfarm Ltd, totals 
more than 200,000 megawatt-
hours a year and has a 
guaranteed minimum price 
per MWh until 2029.
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Key characteristics
A conventional wind turbine design 
by the Chinese fabricator available for 
offshore and intertidal sites as well as 
onshore.

Product notes
1.  The SL3000 is considered China’s first 

3MW offshore turbine design.
2.  Available with rotors of 90, 105, 113 

and 121 metres and suited to a range 
of wind conditions.

Sinovel SL3000
Offshore projects
3 – Longyuan Rudong, China (1 unit, 
2010); Shanghai Donghai Bridge, China 
(34 units, 2010); Jiangsu Rudong, China 
(17 units, 2013)

Product status 
Commercially available

Track record 
52

PROJECT DEPLOYMENT
IA-IIIA

Various
3MW 

3
Upwind

Pitch-controlled variable speed
N/A

Various
N/A
N/A

Onshore and offshore
Tower base

Non-integrated high-speed 
geared with DFIG

VITAL STATISTICS
IEC class
Rotor diameter
Power rating
Number of blades
Orientation
Operation
Head mass
Specific power
Prototype
Introduction
Usage
Power electronics
Drive train

Key characteristics
Conventional high-speed geared 
wind turbine design builds on SL5000 
predecessor.

Product notes
1. In-house upgrade to SL5000 with 

unchanged 128-metre and 155-metre 
rotor diameter but strengthened 
drive train.

2. China’s first 6MW offshore turbine 
design.

Sinovel SL6000
Offshore projects
17 units planned for pilot offshore project 
at Shanghai, status unknown

Product status 
Commercially available

Track record 
N/A

PROJECT DEPLOYMENT
I and II

128m and 155m
6MW 

3
Upwind

Pitch-controlled variable speed
N/A

466W/m2

2011 (onshore)
2011

Onshore and offshore
In tower base

Three or four-stage differential 
gearbox and 6-pole DFIG

VITAL STATISTICS
IEC class
Rotor diameter
Power rating
Number of blades
Orientation
Operation
Head mass
Specific power
Prototype
Introduction
Usage
Power electronics
Drive train

Where science teams with experience.
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High quality accommodation 
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projects
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Belgium will leapfrog Denmark 
to become the world’s fourth-
largest offshore wind producer 

in 2020 thanks to a 700MW growth 
spurt adding two schemes to the grid.

The new additions will lift installed 
capacity to 2.2GW. However, an empty 
pipeline of near-term projects means 
this year will be the high-water mark 
for some time to come (see below).

Belgian developer Otary is on the 
home straight of a two-season 
construction campaign 
for its SeaMade farm 
40km off Zeebrugge. 

Famine to follow 
feast as grid 

constraints and 
political stalemate 

stall future growth, 
writes Patrick 

Browne

Grid constraints look set to 
prevent developers from adding 

any new capacity off Belgium until the 
latter half of the decade.

Under its marine plan for 2020 to 
2026 the government has earmarked 
two broad seabed areas covering 
506 square kilometres for new 
development.

One contains two zones dubbed 
Fairy Bank and Hinder South/North, 
located to the north and west of 
an existing development cluster. A 
second site by the country’s northern 
border with the Netherlands covers 
around 225 square kilometres.

The recently-formed Belgian 
government is drawing up plans 
to auction off the sites in 2023. A 
16-month political deadlock following 
elections has delayed the work.

Industry sources said it is likely 
three projects of around 700MW 
will be created following a series of 
government-led site surveys. 

It remains unclear what format 
the auction will take, but existing 
legislation suggests 30-year seabed 
concessions and subsidy support for 
up to 15 years will be offered.

“Given the fact the auctions are 
still in planning and the current lack 

of any available grid connection, the 
construction of new wind farms in 
the Belgian North Sea is set to stall 
in the coming years,” said the Belgian 
offshore platform.

“This delay can only be overcome 
if the legal framework for the tender 
can be accelerated along with access 
to the high voltage grid.” 

Market analysts said a temporary 
freeze on development will not 
damage the long-term health of the 
market, slated at 4GW by 2030.

“Belgium plans to phase out 
nuclear by 2025,” said GlobalData 
senior power analyst Somik Das.

“Any further delay in improving 
the network infrastructure will 
potentially jeopardise the nuclear 
decommissioning plan and delay a 
transition to more offshore wind.”

However, despite a concerted 
effort from industry to have the next 
zones connected by 2024, there is 
a growing acceptance that it will not 
be possible to add another project to 
the grid for seven or eight years.

“We put up a good fight,” one 
developer said. “But the recent 
political gridlock combined with 
major grid constraints proved too 
hard to overcome.” n

7-year wait for next hook-up

Belgian 
surge 
empties 
the tank
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FRONT RUNNER: Otary’s 487MW 
SeaMade project will cross the 
finish line this year            Image: Otary
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“Our subscription with reNEWS 
provides us with up to date 
news on the industry that 

is invaluable as we look to 
increase our activity in the 

offshore wind sector”

SUBSCRIPTIONS & TESTIMONIALS 102022 Media Pack

Can you afford to miss 
out on the inside track?
At reNEWS we pride ourselves 
on digging up news available 
only to subscribers. We 
watch the development 
and construction markets 
more closely than other 
publications, which is why 
the most knowledgeable 

people and companies in 
the renewables industry buy 
reNEWS.

With 24 issues a year 
packed full of important 
business information vital to 
your company, reNEWS is a 
‘must read’.

We offer three levels 
of subscription (see table 
opposite) to provide all 
company and organisation 
sizes with an affordable way 
of keeping up to date.

“We subscribe to reNEWS’ 
fortnightly publication to receive 

all the latest exclusive news 
on the global wind energy 

market. Advertising in reNEWS’ 
publication & online provides the 

ideal platform for us to target 
companies in the wider offshore 

wind sector and to increase 
brand awareness”

“reNEWS is an invaluable 
source of renewables 

industry related news and 
detail that is informative 

and beneficial”

“We subscribe to reNEWS for 
quick access to exclusive industry 

news. As one of the leading 
renewable energy publications, 

reNEWS is also an important 
platform for us to promote our 
presence through advertising”

Subscription Levels Rates 
Single subscription £485* €605

Multiple user tier 1 (up to 5 users) £1,180* €1,425

Multiple user tier 2 (up to 10 users) £1,665* €1,995

Corporate subscription (unlimited users) £2,895* €3,450
* Due to changes in the VAT rules for e-publishing our 

subscriptions are now calculated with a zero rate of VAT

(*inc. VAT)
@ zero rate)

“reNEWS is an extremely valuable source of the most up to 
date renewable energy industry news. It is also one of our key 
advertisers within the industry, helping us promote our brand 

and services to relevant individuals and businesses”

“reNEWS keeps us well 
informed on the latest 
key developments in 

the renewables industry 
in a clear and concise 

publication”

“reNEWS is a highly respected publication in the offshore 
wind sector which we rely upon to provide us with the latest 

industry news. Advertising provides us with a targeted, 
quality platform to increase our brand visibility”
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